


PERSON OF WEEK.

This week we are looking into the way parents pass on their beliefs
to the generations after them and how these beliefs impact them
especially in their personal lives. This study was made from some
of the Old Testament kings and their offsprings. These king’s lives
are not any different from our own lives today and how their
choice of living impacted their lives. Lawlessness is what some did,
others chose to depend on God almighty their creator 100% and
others chose God 50% or 70% or 60% and look how all were
impacted depending on the level they choose to share their lives
with God.

What is lawlessness?

Being without law, uncontrolled by law, unruly, unrestrained.



Kings.

1Kings 2-3

New International Version

David’s Charge to Solomon
2 When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to
Solomon his son.
2 “T am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong, act
like a man, 3 and observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk in
obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and
regulations, as written in the Law of Moses. Do this so that you may
Erosper in all you do and wherever you fo 4 and that the Lord may
eep his promise to me: If your descendants watch how they live, and
if they walk faithfully before me with all their heart and soul, you will
never fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel.’
5 “Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me—what
he did to the two commanders of Israel’s armies, Abner son of Ner and
Amasa son of Jether. He killed them, shedding their blood in peacetime
as if in battle, and with that blood he stained the belt around his waist
and the sandals on his feet. 6 Deal with him according to your wisdom,
but do not let his gray head go down to the grave in peace.

7 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them be among
tlrllaoile who eat at your table. They stood by me when I fled from your brother
Absalom.

8 “And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite from
Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on me the day I went to Mahanaim.
When he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord: ‘T
will not put you to death by the sword.” 9 But now, do not consider him
innocent. You are a man of wisdom; you will know what to do to him. Bring his
gray head down to the grave in blood.”

10 Then David rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of David. 11
He had reigned forty years over Israel—seven years in Hebron and thirty-three
in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his rule
was firmly established.

Solomon’s Throne Established

13 Now Adonijah, the son of Haggith, went to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother.
Bathsheba asked him, “Do you come peacefully?”

He a’l’lswered, “Yes, peacefully.” 14 Then he added, “I have something to say to

ou

‘You may say it,” she replied.

15 “As you know,” he said, “the kingdom was mine. All Israel looked to me as
their king. But things changed, anc? the kingdom has gone to my brother; for it
has come to him from the Lord. 16 Now I have one request to make of you. Do
not refuse me.”

“You may make it,” she said.



17 So he continued, “Please ask King Solommon—he will not refuse you—
to give me Abishag the Shunammite as my wife.”

18 “Very well,” Bathsheba replied, “I will speak to the king for you.”

19 When Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for
Adonijah, the king stood up to meet her, bowed down to her and sat
down on his throne. He had a throne brought for the king’s mother,
and she sat down at his right hand.

20 “I have one small request to make of you,” she said. “Do not refuse
me.

The king replied, “Make it, my mother; I will not refuse you.”

21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given in marriage to
your brother Adonijah.”

22 King Solomon answered his mother, “Why do you request Abishag
the Shunammite for Adonijah? You might as weﬂyrequest the kingdom
for him—after all, he is my older brother—yes, for him and for Abiathar
the priest and Joab son of Zeruiah!”

23 Then King Solomon swore by the Lord: “May God deal with me, be it
ever so severely, if Adonijah does not pay with his life for this request!
24 And now, as surely as the Lord lives—he who has established me
securely on the throne of my father David and has founded a dynasty
for me as he promised—Adonijah shall be put to death today!” 25 So
King Solomon gave orders to Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he struck
down Adonijah and he died.

cold, 26 To Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go back to your fields in
Anathoth. You deserve to die, but I wﬁ not put you to death now,
because you carried the ark of the Sovereign Lord before my father
David and shared all my father’s hardships.” 27 So Solomon removed
Abiathar from the priesthood of the Lor(i) fulfilling the word the Lord

had spoken at Shiloh about the house of Eli.

28 When the news reached Joab, who had conspired with Adonijah though not with Absalom,
he fled to the tent of the Lord and took hold of the horns of the altar. 29 King Solomon was told
that Joab had fled to the tent of the Lord and was beside the altar. Then Solomon ordered
Benaiah son of Jehoiada, “Go, strike him down!”

30 So Benaiah entered the tent of the Lord and said to Joab, “The king

says, ‘Come out!”
But he answered, “No, I will die here.”

Benaiah reported to the king, “This is how Joab answered me.”

31 Then the king commanded Benaiah, “Do as he says. Strike him down and bury him, and so
clear me and my whole family of the guilt of the innocent blood that Joab shed. 32 The Lord will
repay him for the blood he shed, because without my father David knowing it he attacked two
men and killed them with the sword. Both of them—Abner son of Ner, commander of Israel’s
army, and Amasa son of Jether, commander of Judah’s army—were better men and more
upright than he. 33 May the guilt of their blood rest on the head of Joab and his descendants
forever. But on David and his descendants, his house and his throne, may there be the Lord’s
peace forever.”



¢34 So Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and struck down Joab and
killed him, and he was buried at his home out in the country. 35 The
king put Benaiah son of Jehoiada over the army in Joab’s position and
replaced Abiathar with Zadok the priest.
36 Then the king sent for Shimei and said to him, “Build yourself'a
house in ]erusa%em and live there, but do not go anywhere else. 37 The
day you leave and cross the Kidron Valley, you can be sure you will die;
your blood will be on your own head.”
38 Shimei answered the king, “What you say is good. Your servant will
do as my lord the king has said.” And Shimei stayed in Jerusalem for a
long time.
39 But three years later, two of Shimei’s slaves ran off to Achish son of
Maakah, king of Gath, and Shimei was told, “Your slaves are in Gath.”
40 At this, he saddled his donkey and went to Achish at Gath in search
of hf slaves. So Shimei went away and brought the slaves back from
Gath.
41 When Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to
Gath and had returned, 42 the king summoned Shimei and said to him,
“Did I not make you swear by the Lord and warn you, ‘On the day you
leave to go anywhere else, you can be sure you will die’? At that time
you said to me, ‘What you say is good. I will obey.” 43 Why then did you
not keep your oath to the Lord and obey the command I gave you?”
44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know in your heart all the wrong
you did to my father David. Now the Lord wﬂffre ay you for your
wrongdoing. 45 But King Solomon will be blessed, and David’s throne

ill remain secure before the Lord forever.”
46 Then the king gave the order to Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he
went out and struck Shimei down and he died.
The kingdom was now established in Solomon’s hands.
Solomon Asks for Wisdom
3 Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married
his daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he finished
building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the wall around
Jerusalem. 2 The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high
places, because a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the
Lord. 3 Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to
the instructions given him by his father David, except that he offered
sacrifices and burned incense on the high places.
4 The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most
important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings
on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the
mgh,‘g in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give
you.



6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant,
my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and
upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and
have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.

7 “Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry
out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have
chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 9 So give
your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this
great people of yours?’

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said
to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for
yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have asked.
I'will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have
been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give
you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in
your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in
obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your
father did, I will give you a long life.” 15 Then Solomon awoke—and he
realized it had been a dream.

He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant
and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a
feast for all his court.

A Wise Ruling

16 Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 17 One
of them said, “Pardon me, my lord. This woman and I live in the same
house, and I had a baby while she was there with me. 18 The third day
after my child was born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone;
there was no one in the house but the two of us.

19 “During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on him. 20
So she got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side
while I your servant was asleep. She put him by her breast and put her
dead son by my breast. 21 The next morning, I got up to nurse my son—
and he was dead! But when Ilooked at him closely in the morning light,
I saw that it wasn’t the son I had borne.”



22 The, pther woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one is
yours.

But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is yours; the living one is
mine.” And so they argued before the king.

23 The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’
while that one says, ‘No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.”

24 Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for
the king. 25 He then gave an order: “Cut the living child in two and give
half'to one and halfto the other.”

26 The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for
her son and said to the king, “Please, my lord, give her the living baby!
Don’t kill him!”

But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!”
27 Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the living baby to the first
woman. Do not kill him; she is his mother.”

28 When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the
king in awe, because they saw that he had wisdom from God to
administer justice.

1Kings 11

New International Version

Solomon’s Wives
11 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabites,
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which the Lord
had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your
hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3 He had seven
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4 As
Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully
devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5 He followed Ashtoreth
the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon
a]id evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had
one.

c¢7 On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the
detestable god of Moab, and for Molek the detestable god of the
Ammonites. 8 He did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense
and offered sacrifices to their gods.



c9 The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the
Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden
Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command. 11 So the Lord
said to Solomon, “Since tl%is is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my
decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you
and give it to one of your subordinates. 12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father,
I wi]ﬁlot do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 Yet I will
not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David
my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.”

Solomon’s Adversaries

14 Then the Lord raised up against Solomon an adversary, Hadad the Edomite, from the
royal line of Edom. 15 Earlier when David was fighting with Edom, Joab the commander
of the army, who had gone up to bury the dead, had struck down all the men in Edom. 16
Joab and ailf the Israelites stayed there for six months, until they had destroyed all the
men in Edom. 17 But Hadad, still only a boy, fled to Egypt with some Edomite officials
who had served his father. 18 They set out from Midian and went to Paran. Then taking
people from Paran with them, they went to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave
Hacgd a house and land and provided him with food.

19 Pharaoh was so pleased with Hadad that he gave him a sister of his own wife, Queen
Tahpenes, in marriage. 20 The sister of Tahpenes bore him a son named Genubath,
whom Tahpenes brought up in the royal palace. There Genubath lived with Pharaoh’s
own children.

21 While he was in Egypt, Hadad heard that David rested with his ancestors and that Joab
the commander of the army was also dead. Then Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Let me go, that
I may return to my own country.”

22£\/(\ihat have you lacked here that you want to go back to your own country?” Pharaoh
aske

“Nothing,” Hadad replied, “but do let me go!”

23 And God raised up against Solomon another adversary, Rezon son of Eliada, who had
fled from his master, Hadadezer king of Zobah. 24 When David destroyed Zobah’s army,
Rezon gathered a band of men around him and became their leader; tﬂey went to
Damascus, where they settled and took control. 25 Rezon was Israel’s adversary as long
as Solomon lived, adding to the trouble caused by Hadad. So Rezon ruled in Aram and
was hostile toward Israel.

Jeroboam Rebels Against Solomon

26 Also, Jeroboam son of Nebat rebelled against the king. He was one of Solomon’s
officials, an Ephraimite from Zeredah, and his mother was a widow named Zeruah.

27 Here is the account of how he rebelled against the king: Solomon had built the
terraces[a] and had filled in the gap in the wall of the city of David his father. 28 Now
Jeroboam was a man of standing, and when Solomon saw how well the young man did
his work, he put him in charge of the whole labor force of the tribes of Joseph.

29 About that time Jeroboam was going out of Jerusalem, and Ahijah the prophet of
Shiloh met him on the way, wearing a new cloak. The two of them were alone out in the
country, 30 and Ahijah took hold of the new cloak he was wearing and tore it into twelve
pieces. 31 Then he said to Jeroboam, “Take ten pieces for yourself, for this is what the
Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘See, I am going to tear the kingdom out of Solomon’s hand
and give you ten tribes. 32 But for the sake of my servant David and the city of Jerusalem,
which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, he will have one tribe. 33 I will do this
because they have[b] forsaken me and worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Molek the god of the Ammonites, and
have not walked in obedience to me, nor done what is right in my eyes, nor kept my
decrees and laws as David, Solomon’s father, did.
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34 “But I will not take the whole kingdom out of Solomon’s hand; I
have made him ruler all the days ofhis life for the sake of David my
servant, whom I chose and who obeyed my commands and decrees. 35
I will take the kingdom from his son’s hands and give you ten tribes. 36
I will give one tribe to his son so that David my servant may always
have a lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city where I chose to put my
Name. 37 However, as for you, I will take you, and you will rule over all
that your heart desires; you will be king over Israel. 38 If you do
whatever I command you and walk in obedience to me and do what is
right in my eyes by obeying my decrees and commands, as David my
servant did, I will be with you. I will build you a dynasty as enduring as
the one I built for David and will give Israel to you. 39 I will humble
David’s descendants because of this, but not forever.”

40 Solomon tried to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam fled to Egypt, to
Shishak the km%’l and stayed there until Solomon’s death.

Solomon’s Deat

41 As for the other events of Solomon’s reign—all he did and the
wisdom he displayed—are they not written in the book of the annals of
Solomon? 42 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years.
43 Then he rested with his ancestors and was buried in the city of David
his father. And Rehoboam his son succeeded him as king.

2 Chronicles 10

New International version.

Israel Rebels Against Rehoboam

10 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to make
him king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was in Egypt,
where he had fled from King Solomon), he returned from Egypt. 3 So
they sent for Jeroboam, and he and all Israel went to Rehoboam and
said to him: 4 “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the
harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.”

5 Rehoboam answered, “Come back to me in three days.” So the people
went away.

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father
Solomon during his lifetime. “How would you advise me to answer
these people?” he asked.

7 They replied, “If you will be kind to these people and please them and
give them a favorable answer, they will always be your servants.”

8 But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted
the young men who had grown up with him and were serving him. 9
He asked them, “What is your advice? How should we answer these
people who say to me, ‘Lighten the yoke your father put on us’?”



¢10 The young men who had grown up with him replied, “The people
have said to you, ‘Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our
yoke lighter.’ Now tell them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s
waist. 11 My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier.
My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.”
12 Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam,
as the king ﬁad said, “Come back to me in three days.” 13 The king
answered them harshly. Rejecting the advice of the elders, 14 he
followed the advice of the young men and said, “My father made your
yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with
whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen
to the people, for this turn of events was from God, to fulfill the word
the Lord had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the
Shilonite.
16 When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they
answered the king:
“What share do we have in David,

what part in Jesse’s son?
To your tents, Israel!

Look after your own house, David!”
So all the Israelites went home. 17 But as for the Israelites who were
living in the towns of Judah, Rehoboam still ruled over them.
18 King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram,[a] who was in charge of forced
labor, but the Israelites stoned him to death. King Rehoboam, however,
managed to get into his chariot and escape to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel
has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

c11 When Rehoboam arrived in Jerusalem, he mustered Judah and
Benjamin—a hundred and eighty thousand able young men—to go to
war against Israel and to regain the kingdom for Rehoboam.

2 But this word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God: 3 “Say to
Rehoboam son of Solomon king of Judah and to all Israel in Judah and
Benjamin, 4 ‘This is what the Lord says: Do not go up to fight against
your fellow Israelites. Go home, every one of you, for this is my doing.™
So they obeyed the words of the Lord and turned back from marching
against Jeroboam.
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Rehoboam Fortifies Judah
5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and built up towns for defense in Judah: 6
Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth Zur, Soko, Adullam, 8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 9
Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 10 Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron. These were fortified
cities in Judah and Benjamin. 11 He strengthened their defenses and put
commanders in them, with supplies of food, olive oil and wine. 12 He put shields
and sg(fars in all the cities, and made them very strong. So Judah and Benjamin
were his.
13 The priests and Levites from all their districts throughout Israel sided with
him. 14 The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands and property and came to
Judah and Jerusalem, because Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them as priests
of'the Lord 15 when he appointed his own priests for the high places and for the
oat and calfidols he had made. 16 Those from every tribe of Israel who set their
earts on seeking the Lord, the God of Israel, followed the Levites to Jerusalem to
offer sacrifices to the Lord, the God of their ancestors. 17 They strengthened the
kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam son of Solomon three years,
following the ways of David and Solomon during this time.
Rehoboam’s Family
18 Rehoboam married Mahalath, who was the daughter of David’s son Jerimoth
and of Abihail, the daughter of Jesse’s son Eliab. 19 She bore him sons: Jeush,
Shemariah and Zaham. 20 Then he married Maakah daughter of Absalom, who
bore him Abijah, Attai, Ziza and Shelomith. 21 Rehoboam loved Maakah daughter
of Absalom more than any of his other wives and concubines. In all, he had
eighteen wives and sixty concubines, twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.
22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah son of Maakah as crown prince among his
brothers, in order to make him king, 23 He acted wisely, dispersing some of his
sons throughout the districts of Judah and Benjamin, and to all the fortified cities.
He gave them abundant provisions and took many wives for them.

cold, smooShishak Attacks Jerusalem

12 After Rehoboam’s position as king was established and he had become strong, he and all
Israel[é_illlwith him abandoned the law of the Lord. 2 Because they had been unfaithful to the
Lord, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem in the fifth year of King Rehoboam. 3 With
twelve hundred chariots and sixty thousand horsemen and the innumerable troops of
Libyans, Sukkites and Cushites[b] that came with him from Egypt, 4 he captured the fortified
cities of 1]1udah and came as far as Jerusalem.

5 Then the prophet Shemaiah came to Rehoboam and to the leaders of Judah who had
assembled in Jerusalem for fear of Shishak, and he said to them, “This is what the Lord says,
‘You have abandoned me; therefore, I now abandon you to Shishak.”

6 The leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves and said, “The Lord is just.”

7 When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, this word of the Lord came to Shemaiah:
“Since they have humbled themselves, I will not destroy them but will soon give them
deliverance. My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem through Shishak. 8 They will,
however, become subject to him, so that they may learn the difference between serving me
and serving the kings of other lands.”

9 When Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem, he carried off the treasures of the temple
of the Lord and the treasures of the royal palace. He took everything, including the gold
shields Solomon had made. 10 So King Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace them and
assigned these to the commanders of the guard on duty at the entrance to the royal palace. 11
Whenever the king went to the Lord’s temple, the guards went with him, bearing the shields,
and afterward they returned them to the droom.

12 Because Rehoboam humbled himself, the Lord’s anger turned from him, and he was not
totally destroged, Indeed, there was some good in Judah.

13 King Rehoboam established himself firmly in Jerusalem and continued as king. He was
forty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned seventeen Izflears in Jerusalem, the
city the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel in which to put his Name. His mother’s
name was Naamah; she was an Ammonite. 14 He did evil because he had not set his heart on
seeking the Lord.

15 As for the events of Rehoboam’s reign, from beginning to end, are they not written in the
records of Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer that deal with genealogies? There was
continual warfare between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 16 Rehoboam rested with his ancestors
a}lll% was buried in the City of David. And Abijah his son succeeded him as king.

th & tasty.
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kings of judah

2 Chronicles 13

New International Version

Abijah King of Judah

13 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jeroboam, Abijah became king of Judah,
2 and he reigned in Jerusalem three years. His mother’s name was Maakah,[a] a
daughter{b| of Uriel of Gibeah.

There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah went into battle with an
arm%f of four hundred thousand able fighting men, and Jeroboam drew up a
battle line against him with eight hundred thousand able troops.

4 Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim, in the hill country of Ephraim, and said,
“Jeroboam and all Israel, listen to me! 5 Don’t you know that the Lord, the God
of Israel, has given the kingship of Israel to David and his descendants forever
by a covenant of salt? 6 Yet Jeroboam son of Nebat, an official of Solomon son of
David, rebelled against his master. 7 Some worthless scoundrels gathered
around him and opposed Rehoboam son of Solomon when he was young and
indecisive and not strong enough to resist them.

8 “And now you plan to resist the kingdom of the Lord, which is in the hands of
David’s descendants. You are indeed a vast army and have with you the golden
calves that Jeroboam made to be your gods. 9 But didn’t you drive out the
priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and make priests of your
own as the peoples of other lands do? Whoever comes to consecrate himself
with a young bull and seven rams may become a priest of what are not gods.

10 “As for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken him. The priests
who serve the Lord are sons of Aaron, and the Levites assist them. 11 Every
morning and evening they present burnt offerings and fragrant incense to the
Lord. They set out the bread on the ceremonially clean table and light the lamps
on the gold lampstand every evening, We are observing the requirements of the
Lord our God. But you have forsaken him. 12 God is with us; he is our leader. His
priests with their trumpets will sound the battle cry against you. People of
Israel, (é?,not fight against the Lord, the God of your ancestors, for you will not
succee

13 Now Jeroboam had sent troops around to the rear, so that while he was in
front of Judah the ambush was behind them. 14 Judah turned and saw that they
were being attacked at both front and rear. Then they cried out to the Lord. The
priests blew their trumpets 15 and the men of Judah raised the battle cry. At the
sound of their battle cry, God routed Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and
Judah. 16 The Israelites fled before Judah, and God delivered them into their
hands. 17 Abijah and his troops inflicted heavy losses on them, so that there
were five hundred thousan(f)casualties among Israel’s able men. 18 The
Israelites were subdued on that occasion, and the people of Judah were
victorious because they relied on the Lord, the God of their ancestors.

19 Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took from him the towns of Bethel, Jeshanah
and Ephron, with their surrounding villages. 20 Jeroboam did not regain power
during the time of Abijah. And the Lord struck him down and he died.

21 But Abijah grew in strength. He married fourteen wives and had twenty-two
sons and sixteen daughters.

22 The other events of Abijah’s reign, what he did and what he said, are written
in the annotations of the prophet Iddo.
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2 Chronicles 14

New International Version

14 [a]And Abijah rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of
David. Asa his son succeeded him as king, and in his days the country
was at peace for ten years.

Asa King of Judah

2 Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God. 3 He
removed the foreign altars and the high places, smashed the sacred
stones and cut down the Asherah poles.b] 4 He commanded Judah to
seek the Lord, the God of their ancestors, and to obey his laws and
commands. 5 He removed the high places and incense altars in every
town in Judah, and the kingdom was at peace under him. 6 He built up
the fortified cities of Judah, since the land was at peace. No one was at
war with him during those years, for the Lord gave him rest.

7 “Let us build up these towns,” he said to Judah, “and put walls around
them, with towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, because we
have sought the Lord our God; we sought him and he has given us rest
on every side.” So they built and prospered.

8 Asa had an army of three hundred thousand men from Judah,
equipped with large shields and with spears, and two hundred and
eighty thousand from Benjamin, armed with small shields and with
bows. All these were brave fighting men.

9 Zerah the Cushite marched out against them with an army of
thousands upon thousands and three hundred chariots, and came as
far as Mareshah. 10 Asa went out to meet him, and they took up battle
positions in the Valley of Zephathah near Mareshah.

11 Then Asa called to the Lord his God and said, “Lord, there is no one
like you to helF the powerless against the mighty. Help us, Lord our
God, for we rely on you, and in your name we have come against this
vast army. Lord, you are our God; do not let mere mortals prevail
against you.”

12 The Lord struck down the Cushites before Asa and Judah. The
Cushites fled, 13 and Asa and his army pursued them as far as Gerar.
Such a great number of Cushites fell that they could not recover; they
were crushed before the Lord and his forces. The men of Judah carried
off a large amount of plunder. 14 They destroyed all the villages around
Gerar, for the terror of the Lord had fgllen on them. They looted all
these villages, since there was much plunder there. 15 Tﬁey also
attacked the camps of the herders and carried off droves of sheep and
goats and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.
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c2 Chronicles 15

New International Version

Asa’s Reform

15 The Spirit of God came on Azariah son of Oded. 2 He went out to
meet Asa and said to him, “Listen to me, Asa and all Judah and
Benjamin. The Lord is with you when you are with him. If you seek
him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you.
3 For along time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to
teach and without the law. 4 But in their distress they turned to the
Lord, the God of Israel, and sought him, and he was found by them. 5 In
those days it was not safe to travel about, for all the inhabitants of the
lands were in great turmoil. 6 One nation was being crushed by another
and one city by another, because God was troubling them with every
kind of distress. 7 But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your
work will be rewarded.”

8 When Asa heard these words and the prophecy of Azariah son of{a]
Oded the prophet, he took courage. He removed the detestable idols
from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the towns he had
captured in the hills of Ephraim. He repaired the altar of the Lord that
was in front of the portico of the Lord’s temple.

9 Then he assembled all Judah and Benjamin and the people from
Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who had settled among them, for
large numbers had come over to him from Israel when they saw that
the Lord his God was with him.

10 They assembled at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year
of Asa’s reign. 11 At that time they sacrificed to the Lord seven hundred
head of cattle and seven thousand sheep and goats from the plunder
they had brought back. 12 They entered into a covenant to seek the
Lord, the God of their ancestors, with all their heart and soul. 13 All who
would not seek the Lord, the God of Israel, were to be put to death,
whether small or great, man or woman. 14 They took an oath to the
Lord with loud acclamation, with shouting and with trumpets and
horns. 15 All Judah rejoiced about the oath because they had sworn it
wholeheartedly. They sought God eagerly, and he was found by them.
So the Lord gave them rest on every side.

16 King Asa also deposed his grandmother Maakah from her position as
queen mother, because she had made a repulsive image for the
worship of Asherah. Asa cut it down, broke it up and burned it in the
Kidron Valley. 17 Although he did not remove the high places from
Israel, Asa’s heart was fully committed to the Lord all his life. 18 He
brought into the temple of God the silver and gold and the articles that
he and his father had dedicated.

19 There was no more war until the thirty-fifth year of Asa’s reign.
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2 Chronicles 16

New International Version

Asa’s Last Years

16 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha king of Israel went up
against Judah and fortified Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or
entering the territory of Asa king of Judah.

2 Asa then took the silver and go%d out of the treasuries of the Lord’s
temple and of his own palace and sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram,
who was ruling in Damascus. 3 “Let there be a treaty between me and
you,” he said, “as there was between my father and your father. See, I
am sending you silver and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha
king of Israel so he will withdraw from me.”

4 Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his
forces against t%fe towns of Israel. They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel
Maim[a] and all the store cities of Naphtali. 5 When Baasha heard this,
he stopped building Ramah and abandoned his work. 6 Then King Asa
brought all the men of Judah, and they carried away from Ramah the
stones and timber Baasha had been using. With them he built up Geba
and Mizpah.

7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to
him: “Because you relied on the king of Aram and not on the Lord your
God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand. 8 Were
not the Cushites[b] and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of
chariots and horsemen|c]? Yet when you relied on the Lord, he
delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes of the Lord range
throughout the eartgto strengthen those whose hearts are fully
committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you
will be at war.”

10 Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he was so enraged that
hﬁ: put hj{n in prison. At the same time Asa brutally oppressed some of
the people.

il Tﬁe events of Asa’s reign, from beginning to end, are written in the
book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his
reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was
severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the Lord, but only
from the physicians. 13 Then in the forty-first year of his reign Asa died
and rested with his ancestors. 14 They buried him in the tomb that he
had cut out for himself'in the City of David. They laid him on a bier
covered with spices and various blended perfumes, and they made a
huge fire in his honor.
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cJehoshaphat King of Judah

17 Jehoshaphat his son succeeded him as king and strengthened
himself against Israel. 2 He stationed troops in all the fortified cities of
Judah an 1Izut garrisons in Judah and in tI'E)e towns of Ephraim that his
father Asa had captured.

3 The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he followed the ways of his
father David before him. He did not consult the Baals 4 but sought the
God of his father and followed his commands rather than the practices
of Israel. 5 The Lord established the kingdom under his control; and all
Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had great wealth and
honor. 6 His heart was devoted to the ways of the Lord; furthermore,
he removed the high places and the Asherah poles from Judah.

7 In the third year of his reign he sent his officials Ben-Hail, Obadiah,
Zechariah, Nethanel and Micaiah to teach in the towns of Judah. 8 With
them were certain Levites—Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel,
Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah and Tob-Adonijah—and
the priests Elishama and Jehoram. 9 They taught throughout Judah,
taking with them the Book of the Law of the Lord; they went around to
all the towns of Judah and taught the people.

10 The fear of the Lord fell on all the kingc{)oms of the lands surrounding
Judah, so that they did not go to war against Jehoshaphat. 11 Some
Philistines brought Jehoshaphat gifts and silver as tribute, and the
Arabs brought him flocks: seven thousand seven hundred rams and
seven thousand seven hundred goats.

12 Jehoshaphat became more and more powerful; he built forts and
store cities in Judah 13 and had large supplies in the towns of Judah. He
also kept experienced fighting men in Jerusalem. 14 Their enrollment
by families was as follows:

From Judah, commanders of units of 1,000:

Adnah the commander, with 300,000 fighting men;

15 next, Jehohanan the commander, with 280,000;

16 next, Amasiah son of Zikri, who volunteered himself for the service
of the Lord, with 200,000.

17 From Benjamin:

E}lliiaclig, a valiant soldier, with 200,000 men armed with bows and
shields;

18 next, Jehozabad, with 180,000 men armed for battle.

19 These were the men who served the king, besides those he stationed
in the fortified cities throughout Judah.



cMicaiah Prophesies Against Ahab
18 Now ]ehosﬂaphat had great wealth and honor, and he allied himself with Ahab by
marriage. 2 Some years later he went down to see Ahab in Samaria. Ahab slaughtered
many sheep and cattle for him and the people with him and urged him to attack
Ramoth Gilead. 3 Ahab king of Israel asked Jehoshaphat king ofg Judah, “Will you go with
me against Ramoth Gilead?”
Jehos aphat replied, “I am as you are, and my peo%)le as your people; we will join you in
the (\j/uvar. >4 But Jehoshaphat aféo said to the king o Israef,f“First seek the counsel of the
Lord.”
5 So the king of Israel brought together the prophets—four hundred men—and asked
them, “Shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I not?”
“Go,” they answered, “for God will give it into the king’s hand.”
6 But ]eh(fgzs’}laphat asked, “Is there no longer a prophet of the Lord here whom we can
inquire of?
7 The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one prophet through whom we
can inquire of the Lord, but I hate him because he never propll)lesies anything good
about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.”
“The king should not say such a thing,” Jehoshaphat replied.
8 So t’l’le ing of Israel called one of his officials and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at
once.
9 Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were
sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria,
with all the prophets prophesying before them. 10 Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had
made iron horns, and he declared, “This is what the Lord says: ‘With these you will gore
the Arameans until they are destroyed.”
11 All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and
be victorious,” they said, “for the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.”
12 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, the other
proghets without exception are predicting success for the king, Let your word agree
with theirs, and speak favorably.”
13 But Micaiah said, “As surely as the Lord lives, I can tell him only what my God says.”
14 When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth
Gilead, or shall I not?”
“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for they will be given into your hand.”
15 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing
but the truth in the name of the Lord?”
16 Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a
shephg,rd, and the Lord said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in
peace.
17 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies
anything good about me, but only bad?”
18 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his
throne with all the multitudes of heaven standing on his right and on his left. 19 And the
Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going
to his death there?’
“One suggested this, and another that. 20 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the
Lord and said, Twill entice him.’
“‘By what means?’ the Lord asked.

“I'will go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,” he said.
“You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the Lord. ‘Go and do it.”
22 “So now the Lord has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of these prophets of yours.
The Lord has decreed disaster for you.’
23 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which
wiy éijd the spirit from|a] the Lord go when he went from me to speak to you?” he
aske
24 Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.”
25 The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler
of the city and to Joash the king’s son, 26 and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this
fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.”
27 Micaiaﬁ declared, “If you ever return safely, the Lord has not spoken through me.”
Then he added, “Mark my words, all you people!”
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Ahab Killed at Ramoth Gilead
28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead.
29 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will enter the battle in disguise, but
[\;ou lWear your royal robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and went into
attle.
30 Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot commanders, “Do not fight with
anyone, small or great, exceﬁt the king of Israel.” 31 When the chariot
commanders saw Jehoshaphat, they thought, “This is the klnf of Israel.” So they
turned to attack him, but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him. God
drew them away from him, 32 for when the chariot commanders saw that he was
not the king of Israel, they stopped pursuing him.
33 But someone drew his bow at random and hit the king of Israel between the
breastplate and the scale armor. The king told the chariot driver, “Wheel around
and %et me out of the fighting. I've been wounded.” 34 All day long the battle
raged, and the king of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the
Arameans until evening. Then at sunset he dieg.
19 When Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his palace in Jerusalem, 2
Jehu the seer, the son of Hanani, went out to meet him and said to the king,
“Should you help the wicked and love[b] those who hate the Lord? Because of
this, the wrath of the Lord is on you. 3 There is, however, some good in you, for
y01C1L have rid the land of the Asherah poles and have set your heart on seeking
G—O »

cJehoshaphat Appoints Judges

4 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, and he went out again among the people from
Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim and turned them back to the Lord, the
God of their ancestors. 5 He appointed judges in the land, in each of the fortified
cities of Judah. 6 He told them, “Consider carefully what you do, because you are
not judging for mere mortals but for the Lord, who is with you whenever you
give a verdict. 7 Now let the fear of the Lord be on you. Judge carefully, for with
the Lord our God there is no injustice or partiality or bribery.”

8 In Jerusalem also, Jehoshaphat appointed some of the Levites, priests and heads
of Israelite families to administer t%e law of the Lord and to settle disputes. And
they lived in Jerusalem. 9 He gave them these orders: “You must serve faithfully
and wholeheartedly in the fear of the Lord. 10 In every case that comes before you
from your people who live in the cities—whether bloodshed or other concerns of
the law, commands, decrees or regulations—you are to warn them not to sin
against the Lord; otherwise his wrath will come on you and your people. Do this,
and you will not sin.

11 “Amariah the chief priest will be over you in any matter concerning the Lord,
and Zebadiah son of Ishmael, the leader of the tribe of Judah, will be over you in
any matter concerning the king, and the Levites will serve as officials before you.
Act with courage, and may the Lord be with those who do well.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+17-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-11579b

Jehoshaphat Defeats Moab and Ammon
20 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites|c] came
to wage war against Jehoshaphat.
2 Some people came and tolc{) Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming against you
from Edom,[d] from the other side of the Dead Sea. It is already in Hazezon
Tamar” (that is, En Gedi). 3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the
Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 4 The people of Judah came
together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town in
Judah to seek him.
5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the
temple of the Lord in the front of the new courtyard 6 and said:
“Lord, the God of our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven? You
rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand,
and no one can withstand you. 7 Our God, did you not drive out the
inhabitants of this land bef}cf)re your people Israel and give it forever to the
descendants of Abraham your friend? 8 They have lived in it and have built in
it a sanctuary for your Name, saying, 9 ‘If calamity comes upon us, whether
the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in your presence
before this temple that bears your Name and will ery out to you in our distress,
and you will hear us and save us.’
10 “But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose
territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so
they turned away from them and did not destroy them. 11 See how they are
rmeﬁaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession you gave us as an
inheritance. 12 Our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to
face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our
eyes are onyou.”
13 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood
there before the Lord.
14 Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of
Asaph, as he stood in the assembly.
15 He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem!
This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of
this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow march
down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will
find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. 17 You will not have to
fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the
Lord will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.™
18 Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all the people of
Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the Lord. 19 Then some
Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the Lord, the
God of Israel, with a very loud voice.
20 Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out,
Jehoshaphat stood anc% said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem!
Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his
prophets and you will %e successful.” 21 After consulting the people,
Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the
splendor of his[e] holiness as they went out at the headp of the army, saying:
“Give thanks to the Lord,

for his love endures forever.”
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22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the
men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah,
and they were defeated. 23 The Ammonites and Moabites rose up
against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After
they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy
one another.

24 When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert
and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on
the ground; no one had escaped. 25 So Jehoshaphat and his men went
to carry off their plunder, and they found among them a great amount
of equipment and clothing|f] and also articles of value—more than they
could take away. There was so much plunder that it took three days to
collect it. 26 On the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berakah,
where they praised the Lord. This is why it is called the Valley of
Berakahgg to this day.

27 Then,led b ]ehosﬁaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem
returned j oyﬁ?fﬂly to Jerusalem, for the Lord had given them cause to
rejoice over their enemies. 28 They entered Jerusalem and went to the
temple of the Lord with harps and lyres and trumpets.

29 The fear of God came on all the surrounding kingdoms when they
heard how the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30 And
the kingdom of Jehoshaphat was at peace, for his God had given him
rest on every side.

The End of Jehoshaphat’s Reign

31 So Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thirty-five years old
when he became king of Judah, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-
five years. His mother’s name was Azubah daughter of Shilhi. 32 He
followed the ways of his father Asa and did not stray from them; he did
what was right in the eyes of the Lord. 33 The high places, however,
were not removed, anci/ the people still had not set their hearts on the
God of their ancestors.

34 The other events of Jehoshaphat’s reign, from beginning to end, are
written in the annals of Jehu son of Hanani, which are recorded in the
book of the kings of Israel.

35 Later, Jehoshaphat king of Judah made an alliance with Ahaziah king
of Israel, whose ways were wicked. 36 He agreed with him to construct
a fleet of trading ships[h] After these were l%ruilt at Ezion Geber, 37
Eliezer son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat,
saying, “Because you have made an alliance with Ahaziah, the Lord will
destroy what you have made.” The ships were wrecked and were not
able to set sail to trade.i]
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co1 Kings 12:25-33

New International Version

Golden Calves at Bethel and Dan

25 Then Jeroboam fortified Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there.
From there he went out and built up Peniel,a]

26 Jeroboam thought to himself, “The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of
David. 27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem,
they will again give their allegiance to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah. They will kill
me and return to King Rehoboam.”

28 After seeking advice, the king made two golden calves. He said to the people, “It is too
much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out
of Egypt.” 29 One he set up in Bethel, and the other in Dan. 30 And this thing became a
sir}ll; t ﬁ) }])eople came to worship the one at Bethel and went as far as Dan to worship the
other.

31]Jeroboam built shrines on high places and appointed priests from all sorts of people,
even though they were not Levites. 32 He instituted a festival on the fifteenth day of the
eighth month, like the festival held in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. This he
did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves he had made. And at Bethel he also installed
priests at the high places he had made. 33 On the fifteenth day of the eighth month, a
month of his own choosing, he offered sacrifices on the altar he had built at Bethel. So he
instituted the festival for tﬁe Israelites and went up to the altar to make offerings.

The Man of God From Judah

13 By the word of the Lord a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was
standing by the altar to make an offering. 2 By the word of the Lord he cried out against
the altar: “Altar, altar! This is what the Lord says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the
house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who make
offerings here, and Kman bones will be burned on you.” 3 That same day the man of
God gave a sign: “This is the sign the Lord has declared: The altar will be split apart and
the ashes on it will be poured out.”

4 When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel,
he stretched out his hand from the altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he
stretched out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 5 Also, the
altar was split apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of
God by the word of the Lord.

6 Then the king said to the man of God, “Intercede with the Lord your God and gray for
me that my hand may be restored.” So the man of God interceded with the Lord, and
the king’s hand was restored and became as it was before.

7 :}‘:th”e king said to the man of God, “Come home with me for a meal, and I will give you a
ngut the man of God answered the king, “Even if you were to give me half'your
possessions, I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water here. 9 ForI
was commanded by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water or
return by the way you came.” 10 So he took another road and did not return by the way
he had come to Bethel.

11 Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him
all that the man of God had done tllljere that day. They also told their father what he had
said to the king. 12 Their father asked them, “Which way did he go?” And his sons
showed him which road the man of God from Judah had taken. 13 So he said to his sons,
“Saddle the donkey for me.” And when they had saddled the donkey for him, he
mounted it 14 and rode after the man of God. He found him sitting under an oak tree
and asked, “Are you the man of God who came from Judah?”

“Iam,” he replied.
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cold, 15 So the prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat.”
16 The man of God said, “I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water with you in this
place. 17T have been told by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by the
way you came.”
18 The old prophet answered, “I too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the word of the Lord:
‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and drink water.” (But he was lying to him.)
19 So the man of God returned with him and ate and drank in his house.
20 While they were sitting at the table, the word of the Lord came to the old prophet who had brought him
back. 21 He cried out to the man of God who had come from Judah, “This is what the Lord says: ‘You have
defied the word of the Lord and have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you. 22 You came back
and ate bread and drank water in the place where he told you not to eat or drink. Therefore your body will not
be buried in the tomb of your ancestors.”
23 When the man of God had finished eating and drinking, the prophet who had brought him back saddled his
donkey for him. 24 As he went on his way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, and his body was left lying
on the road, with both the donkey and the lion standing beside it. 25 Some people who passed by saw the body
lying ﬁhelrie, \&rith the lion standing beside the body, and they went and reported it in the city where the old
prophet live
26 When the prophet who had brought him back from his journey heard of’it, he said, “It is the man of God who
defied the word of the Lord. The Lord has given him over to the lion, which has mauled him and killed him, as
the word of the Lord had warned him.”
27 The prophet said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me,” and they did so. 28 Then he went out and found the
body lying on the road, with the donkey and the lion standing beside it. The lion had neither eaten the body nor
mauled the donkey. 29 So the prophet picked up the body of the man of God, laid it on the donkey, and brought
it back to his own city to mourn for him and bury him. 30 Then he laid the body in his own tomb, and they
mourned over him and said, “Alas, my brother!”
31 After burying him, he said to his sons, “When I die, bury me in the grave where the man of God is buried; lay
my bones beside his bones. 32 For the message he declared by the word of the Lord against the altar in Bethel
and against all the shrines on the high places in the towns of Samaria will certainly come true.”
33 Even after this, Jeroboam did not change his evil ways, but once more appointed priests for the high places
from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to become a priest he consecrated for the high places. 34 This was
the sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to its destruction from the face of the earth.
Ahijah’s Prophecy Against Jeroboam
14 At that time Abijah son of Jeroboam became ill, 2 and Jeroboam said to his wife, “Go, disguise yourself, so you
won’t be recognized as the wife of Jeroboam. Then go to Shiloh. Ahijah the prophet is there—the one who told
me I would be king over this people. 3 Take ten loaves of bread with you, some cakes and a jar of honey, and go
to him. He will tell you what will happen to the boy.” 4 So Jeroboam’s wife did what he said and went to
Ahijah’s house in Shiloh.
Now Ahijah could not see; his sight was gone because of his age. 5 But the Lord had told Ahijah, “Jeroboam’s
wife is coming to ask you about her son, for he is ill, and you are to give her such and such an answer. When she
arrives, she will pretend to be someone else.”
6 So when Ahijah heard the sound of her footsteps at the door, he said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why this
pretense? I have been sent to you with bad news. 7 Go, tell Jeroboam that this is what the Lord, the God of
Israel, says: ‘I raised you up from among the people and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 8 I tore the
kingdom away from the house of Davi§ and gave it to you, but you have not been like my servant David, who
kept my commands and followed me with all his heart, doing only what was right in my eyes. 9 You have done
more evil than all who lived before you. You have made for yourself other gods, idols made of metal; you have
aroused my anger and turned your back on me.
10 “Because of this, I am going to bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam. I will cut off from Jeroboam every
last male in Israel—slave or free[a] I will burn up the house of Jeroboam as one burns dung, until it is all gone. 11
Dogs will eat those belonging to Jeroboam who die in the city, and the birds will feed on those who die in the
country. The Lord has spoken!’
12 “As for you, go back home. When you set foot in your city, the boy will die. 13 All Israel will mourn for him
and bury l)”i]n]_ He is the only one belonging to Jeroboam who will be buried, because he is the only one in the
house of Jeroboam in whom the Lord, the God of Israel, has found anything good.
14 “The Lord will raise up for himself a king over Israel who will cut off the family of Jeroboam. Even now this is
lv)vciﬁimﬂng to hapIperL[L)] 15 And the Lord will strike Israel, so that it will be like a reed swaying in the water. He

ill uproot Israel from this good land that he gave to their ancestors and scatter them beyond the Euphrates
River, because they aroused the Lord’s anger %y making Asherah poles[c] 16 And he will give Israel up because
of the sins Jeroboam has committed and has caused Israel to commit.”
17 Then Jeroboam’s wife got up and left and went to Tirzah. As soon as she stepped over the threshold of the
house, the boy died. 18 They buried him, and all Israel mourned for him, as the Lord had said through his
servant the prophet Ahijah.
19 The other events of Jeroboam’s reign, his wars and how he ruled, are written in the book of the annals of the
kings of Israel. 20 He reigned for twenty-two years and then rested with his ancestors. And Nadab his son
succeeded him as king,
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1Kings 15:25-34

New International Version

Nadab King of Israel

25 Nadab son of Jeroboam became king of Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he
reigned over Israel two years. 26 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the ways of his
father and committing the same sin his father had caused Israel to commit.

27 Baasha son of Ahijah from the tribe of Issachar plotted against him, and he struck him down
at Gibbethon, a Philistine town, while Nadab and all Israel were besieging it. 28 Baasha killed
Nadab in the third year of Asa king of Judah and succeeded him as king,

29 As soon as he began to reign, he killed Jeroboam’s whole family. He did not leave Jeroboam
anyone that breathed, but destroyed them all, according to the word of the Lord given through
his servant Ahijah the Shilonite. 30 This happened because of the sins Jeroboam had committed
and Iiad caused Israel to commit, and because he aroused the anger of the Lord, the God of
Israel.

31 As for the other events of Nadab’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the
annals of the kings of Israel? 32 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel
throughout their reigns.

Baasha King of Israe

33 In the third dyear of Asa king of Judah, Baasha son of Ahijah became kin%lof all Israel in Tirzah,
and he reigned twenty-four I)]fears. 34 He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the ways of
Jeroboam and committing the same sin Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit.

16 Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu son of Hanani concerning Baasha: 2 “I lifted
you up from the dust and appointed you ruler over my people Israel, but you followed
the ways of Jeroboam and caused my people Israel to sin and to arouse my anger by
their sins. 3 So I am about to wipe out Baasha and his house, and I will make your house
like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat. 4 Dogs will eat those belonging to Baasha who die in
the city, and birds will feed on those who die in the country.”

5 As for the other events of Baasha’s reign, what he did anlgfhis achievements, are they
not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 6 Baasha rested with his
ancestors and was buried in Tirzah. And Elah his son succeeded him as king,

7 Moreover, the word of the Lord came through the prophet Jehu son of Hanani to
Baasha and his house, because of all the evil he had done in the eyes of the Lord,
arousing his anger by the things he did, becoming like the house of Jeroboam—and also
because he destroyed it.

Elah King of Israe

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah son of Baasha became king of Israel,
and he reigned in Tirzah two years.

9 Zimri, one of his officials, who had command of halfhis chariots, plotted against him.
Elah was in Tirzah at the time, getting drunk in the home of Arza, the palace
administrator at Tirzah. 10 Zimri came in, struck him down and killed him in the
twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah. Then he succeeded him as klné

11 As soon as he began to reign and was seated on the throne, he killed off Baasha’s
whole family. He did not spare a single male, whether relative or friend. 12 So Zimri
destroyed the whole family of Baasha, in accordance with the word of the Lord spoken
against Baasha through the prophet Jehu— 13 because of all the sins Baasha and his son
Elah had committed and had caused Israel to commiit, so that they aroused the anger of
the Lord, the God of Israel, by their worthless idols.

14 As for the other events of Elah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book
of the annals of the kings of Israel?



Zimri King of Israel

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri reigned in Tirzah
seven days. The army was encamped near Gibbethon, a Philistine town. 16
When the Israelites in the camp heard that Zimri had plotted against the king
and murdered him, they proclaimed Omri, the commander of the army, king
over Israel that very day there in the camp. 17 Then Omri and all the Israelites
with him withdrew from Gibbethon and laid siege to Tirzah. 18 When Zimri saw
that the city was taken, he went into the citadel of the royal palace and set the
palace on fire around him. So he died, 19 because of the sins Ee had commiitted,
doing evil in the eyes of the Lord and following the ways of Jeroboam and
committing the same sin Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit.

20 As for the other events of Zimri’s reign, and the rebellion he carried out, are
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel?

Omri King of Israel

21 Then the people of Israel were split into two factions; half supported Tibni
son of Ginath for king, and the other half supported Omri. 22 But Omri’s
followers proved stronger than those of Tibni son of Ginath. So Tibni died and
Omri became king.

23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king of Israel, and
he reigned twelve years, six of them in Tirzah. 24 He bought the hill of Samaria
from Shemer for two talents[a] of silver and built a city on the hill, calling it
Samaria, after Shemer, the name of the former owner of the hill.

25 But Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord and sinned more than all those
before him. 26 He followed completely the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat,
committing the same sin Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit, so that they
aroused the anger of the Lord, the God of Israel, by their worthless idols.

27 As for the other events of Omri’s reign, what he did and the things he
achieved, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel? 28
Omri rested with his ancestors and was buried in Samaria. And Ahab his son
succeeded him as king,

Ahab Becomes King of Israel

29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king
of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel twenty-two years. 30 Ahab son
of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him. 31 He
not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but
he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to
serve Baal and worship him. 32 He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal
that he built in Samaria. 33 Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to
arouse the anger of the Lord, the God of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel
before him.

34 In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. He laid its foundations at the
cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his
youngest son Segub, in accordance with the word of the Lord spoken by Joshua
son of Nun.
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DAVID AND SARAI

Inthis issue ‘big story of agape love we are comparing how God intervened on
behalf of David and Sarai before she became Sarah when they were facing their
adversaries. So, in honor of romans 12:19-21 which states that;

Romans 12:19-21
New International Version :
19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, foritis
written: “It is mine to avenge; | will repay,”[a] says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[b]
. 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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DAVID AND HIS ADVERSARY.

1 Samuel 18-24

New International Version

Saul’s Growing Fear of David
18 After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he
loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return
home to his family. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as
himself. 4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic,
and even his sword, his bow and his belt.
5 Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in
the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well.
6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came
out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs
and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang:
“Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his tens of thousands.”
8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David with tens
of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the
kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David.
10 The next day an evil[a] spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his
house, while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he
hurled it, saying to himself, “T'll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice.
12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had departed from Saul. 13 So
he sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men, and David led the
troops in their campaigns. 14 In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord was
with him. 15 When Salﬁl;aw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and
Judah loved David, because he led them in their campaigns.
17 Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab. I will give her to you in marriage; only
serve me bravely and fight the battles of the Lord.” For Saul said to himself, “I will not raise a
hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!”
18 But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my family or my clan in Israel, that I should
become the king’s son-in-law?” 19 So[b] when the time came for Merab, Saul’s daughter, to be
given to David, she was given in marriage to Adriel of Meholah.
20 Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with David, and when they told Saul about it, he was
pleased. 21 “T will give her to him,” he thoug}‘;,:‘so that she may be a snare to him and so that
the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” So Saul said to David, “Now you have a second
opportunity to become my son-in-law.”
22 Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak to David privately and say, ‘Look, the king likes
you, and his attendants all love you; now become his son-in-law.”
23 They repeated these words to David. But David said, “Do you think it is a small matter to
become the king’s son-in-law? I'm only a poor man and little known.”
24 When Saul’s servants told him what David had said, 25 Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The king
wants no other price for the bride than a hundred Philistine foreskins, to take revenge on his
enemies.” Saul’s plan was to have David fall by the hands of the Philistines.
26 When the attendants told David these things, he was pleased to become the king’s son-in-
law. So before the allotted time elapsed, 27 David took his men with him and went out and
killed two hundred Philistines and brought back their foreskins. They counted out the full
number to the king so that David might become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him his
daughter Michal in marriage.
28 When Saul realized that the Lord was with David and that his daughter Michal loved David,
29 Saul became still more afraid of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days.
30 The Philistine commanders continued to go out to battle, and as often as they did, David met
with more success than the rest of Saul’s officers, and his name became well known.
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Saul Tries to Kill David
19 Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had
taken a great liking to David 2 and warned him, “My father Saul is looking for a
chance to kill you. Be on your guard tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay
there. 3 I will go out and stand with my father in the field where you are. T'll speak
to him about you and will tell you what I find out.”
4 Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king
do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done
has benefited you ﬁreatly. 5 He took his life in his hands when he killed the
Philistine. The Lord won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were
glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him
or no reason?”
6 Saul listened to Jonathan and took this oath: “As surely as the Lord lives, David
will not be put to death.”
7 So Jonathan called David and told him the whole conversation. He brought him
to Saul, and David was with Saul as before.
8 Once more war broke out, and David went out and fought the Philistines. He
struck them with such force that they fled before him.
9 But an evil[c] spirit from the Lord came on Saul as he was sitting in his house
with his spear in his hand. While David was playing the lyre, 10 Saul tried to pin
him to the wall with his spear, but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into
the wall. That night David made good his escape.
11 Saul sent men to David’s house to watch it and to kill him in the morning. But
Michal, David’s wife, warned him, “If you don’t run for your life tonight,
tomorrow you'll be killed.” 12 So Michal let David down through a window, and
he fled and escaped. 13 Then Michal took an idol and laid it on the bed, covering it
with a garment and putting some goats’ hair at the head.
14 When Saul sent the men to capture David, Michal said, “He isill.”
15 Then Saul sent the men back to see David and told them, “Bring him up to me
in his bed so that I may kill him.” 16 But when the men entered, there was the idol
in the bed, and at the head was some goats’ hair.
17 Saul said to Michal, “Why did you deceive me like this and send my enemy
away so that he escaped?”
Michal told him, “He said to me, ‘Let me get away. Why should I kill you?”
18 When David had fled and made his escape, he went to Samuel at Ramah and
told him all that Saul had done to him. Then he and Samuel went to Naioth and
stayed there. 19 Word came to Saul: “David is in Naioth at Ramah”; 20 so he sent
men to capture him. But when they saw a group of prophets prophesying, with
Samuel standing there as their leader, the Spirit of God came on Saul’s men, and
they also prophesied. 21 Saul was told about it, and he sent more men, and they
rophesied too. Saul sent men a third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Finally,
e himselfleft for Ramah and went to the great cistern at Seku. And he asked,
“Where are Samuel and David?”
“Over in Naioth at Ramah,” they said.
23 So Saul went to Naioth at Ramah. But the Spirit of God came even on him, and
he walked alonﬁ prophesying until he came to Naioth. 24 He stripped off his
garments, and he too prophesied in Samuel’s presence. He lay naked all that day
and all that night. This is why people say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2018-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7716c

cDavid and Jonathan

20 Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, “What have I done? What is my

crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to kill me?”

2 “Never!” Jonathan replied. “You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn’t do anything, great or small,

without letting me know. Why would he hide this from me? It isn’t so!”

3 But David took an oath and said, “Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, and he has

said to himself, Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.’ Yet as surely as the Lord lives and as you live,

there is only a step between me and death.”

4 Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you want me to do, I'll do for youw.”

5 So David said, “Look, tomorrow is the New Moon feast, and I am supposed to dine with the king; but let me go

and hide in the field until the evening of the day after tomorrow. 6 If your father misses me at all, tell him, ‘David

earnestly asked my permission to hurry to Bethlehem, his hometown, because an annual sacrifice is being made

there for his whole clan.’ 7 If he says, ‘Very well,’ then your servant is safe. But if he loses his temper, you can be

sure that he is determined to harm me. 8 As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him

into a covenant with you before the Lord. If T am guilty, then kill me yourselfl Why hand me over to your father?”

9 “Never!” Jonathan said. “If  had the least inkling that my father was determined to harm you, wouldn’t I tell
ou?”

iro David asked, “Who will tell me if your father answers you harshly?

11 “Come,” Jonathan said, “let’s go out into the field.” So they went tﬁere together.

12 Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the Lord, the God of Israel, that I will surely sound out my father by

this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I not send you word and let you

know? 13 But if my father intends to harm you, may the Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if T do not

let you know and send you away in peace. May the Lord be with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show

me unfailing kindness like the Lord’s kindness as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut

off your kindness from my family—not even when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the

face of the earth.”

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord call David’s enemies to account.”

17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.

18 Then Jonathan said to David, “Tomorrow is the New Moon feast. You will be missed, because your seat will be

empty. 19 The day after tomorrow, toward evening, go to the place where you hid when this trouble began, and

wait by the stone Ezel. 20 I will shoot three arrows to the side of'it, as though I were shooting at a target. 21 Then I

will send a boy and say, ‘Go, find the arrows.” If I say to him, ‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you;%rin them

here,’ then come, because, as surely as the Lord lives, you are safe; there is no danger. 22 But if I say to the boy,

‘Look, the arrows are beyond you,” then you must go, because the Lord has sent you away. 23 And about the

matter you and I discussed—remember, the Lord is witness between you and me forever.”

24 So David hid in the field, and when the New Moon feast came, the king sat down to eat. 25 He sat in his

customary place by the wall, opposite Jonathan,[d] and Abner sat next to Saul, but David’s place was empty. 26

Saul said nothing that day, for Ee thought, “Something must have happened to David to make him ceremonially

unclean—surely he is unclean.” 27 But the next day, the second day of the month, David’s place was empty again.

Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, “Why hasn’t the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?”

28 Jonathan answered, “David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go,

because our family is observing a sac 'f{ce in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If I have found

favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.” That is why he has not come to the king’s table.”

30 Saul’s anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, “You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don’t I

know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore

you? 31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send

someone to bring him to me, for he must die!”

32 “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” Jonathan asked his father. 33 But Saul hurled his spear at

him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David.

34 Jonathan got up from the table in fierce anger; on that second day of the feast he did not eat, because he was

grieved at his father’s shameful treatment of David.

35 In the morning Jonathan went out to the field for his meeting with David. He had a small boy with him, 36 and

he said to the boy, “Run and find the arrows I shoot.” As the boy ran, he shot an arrow beyond ])17].“1 37 When the

boy came to the place where Jonathan’s arrow had fallen, Jonathan called out after him, “Isn’t the arrow beyond

you?” 38 Then he shouted, “Hurry! Go quickly! Don’t stop!” The boy picked up the arrow and returned to his

master. 39 (The boy knew nothing about all this; only Jonathan and David knew.) 40 Then Jonathan gave his

weapons to the boy and said, “Go, carry them back to town.”

41 After the boy had gone, David got up from the south side of the stone and bowed down before Jonathan three

times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together—but David wept the most.

42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the Lord,

saying, ‘The Lord is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.”

Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.[e]
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cDavid at Nob

21 [f]David went to Nob, to Ahimelek the priest. Ahimelek trembled

whieln he met him, and asked, “Why are you alone? Why is no one

with you?”

2 Davbird answered Ahimelek the priest, “The king sent me on a

mission and said to me, ‘No one is to know anything about the

mission I am sending you on.” As for my men, I have told them to
meet me at a certain place. 3 Now then, what do you have on hand?

Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever you can find.”

4 But the priest answered David, “I don’t have any ordinary bread

on hand; however, there is some consecrated bread here—

provided the men have kept themselves from women.”

5 David replied, “Indeed women have been kept from us, as usual

whenever|g] I set out. The men’s bodies are holy even on missions

that are not holy. How much more so today!” 6 So the priest gave
him the consecrated bread, since there was no bread tﬁere except
the bread of the Presence that had been removed from before the

Lord and replaced by hot bread on the day it was taken away.

7 Now one of Saul’s servants was there that day, detained before

the Lord; he was Doeg the Edomite, Saul’s chief shepherd.

8 David asked Ahimelek, “Don’t you have a spear or a sword here? I

haven’t brought my sword or any other weapon, because the king’s

mission was urgent.”

9 The priest replied, “The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom
ou killed in the Valley of Elah, is here; it is wrapped in a cloth
ehind the ephod. If you want it, take it; there is no sword here but

that one.”

David said, “There is none like it; give it to me.”

David at Gath

10 That day David fled from Saul and went to Achish king of Gath.

11 But the servants of Achish said to him, “Isn’t this David, the king

of the land? Isn’t he the one they sing about in their dances:

“Saul has slain his thousands,

and David his tens of thousands’?”

12 David took these words to heart and was very much afraid of

Achish king of Gath. 13 So he pretended to be insane in their

presence; and while he was in their hands he acted like a madman,

making marks on the doors of the gate and letting saliva run down
his beard.

14 Achish said to his servants, “Look at the man! He is insane! Why

bring him to me? 15 Am I so short of madmen that you have to

bring this fellow here to carry on like this in front of me? Must this
man come into my house?”
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David at Adullam and Mizpah

22 David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam. When his brothers and his
father’s household heard about it, they went down to him there. 2 All those who
were in distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him, and he became
their commander. About four hundred men were with him.

3 From there David went to Mizpah in Moab and said to the king of Moab, “Would
you let my father and mother come and stay with you until I learn what God will
do for me?” 4 So he left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him as
long as David was in the stronghold.

5 But the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not stay in the stronghold. Go into the
land of Judah.” So David left and went to the forest of Hereth.

Saul Kills the Priests of Nob

6 Now Saul heard that David and his men had been discovered. And Saul was
seated, spear in hand, under the tamarisk tree on the hill at Gibeah, with all his
officials standing at his side. 7 He said to them, “Listen, men of Benjamin! Will the
son of Jesse give all of you fields and vineyards? Will he make all of you
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds? 8 Is that why you have
all conspired against me? No one tells me when my son makes a covenant with
the son of Jesse. None of you is concerned about me or tells me that my son has
incited my servant to lie in wait for me, as he does today.”

9 But Doeg the Edomite, who was standing with Saul’s officials, said, “I saw the
son of Jesse come to Ahimelek son of Ahitub at Nob. 10 Ahimelek inquired of the
Lord for him; he also gave him provisions and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.”
11 Then the king sent for the priest Ahimelek son of Ahitub and all the men of his
family, who were the priests at Nob, and they all came to the king, 12 Saul said,
“Listen now, son of Ahitub.”

“Yes, my lord,” he answered.

13 Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of
Jesse, giving him bread and a sword and inquiring of God for him, so that he has
rebelled against me and lies in wait for me, as he does today?”

14 Ahimelek answered the king, “Who of all your servants s as loyal as David, the
king’s son-in-law, captain of your bodyguard and highly respected in your
household? 15 Was that day t%e first time I inquired of God fgr him? Of course not!
Let not the king accuse your servant or any of his father’s family, for your servant
knows nothing at all about this whole affair.”

16 But the king said, “You will surely die, Ahimelek, you and your whole family.”
17 Then the king ordered the guards at his side: “Turn and kill the priests of the
Lord, because they too have sided with David. They knew he was fleeing, yet they
did not tell me.”

But (‘ihe king’s officials were unwilling to raise a hand to strike the priests of the
Lor

18 The king then ordered Doeg, “You turn and strike down the priests.” So Doeg
the Edomite turned and struck them down. That day he killed eighty-five men
who wore the linen ephod. 19 He also put to the sword Nob, the town of the
pri(eiastﬁ, with its men and women, its children and infants, and its cattle, donkeys
and sheep.

20 But one son of Ahimelek son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled to
join David. 21 He told David that Saul had killed the priests of the Lord. 22 Then
David said to Abiathar, “That day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, I knew he
would be sure to tell Saul. I am responsible for the death of your whole family. 23
Stay with me; don’t be afraid. The man who wants to kill you is trying to kill me
too. You will be safe with me.”



colDavid Saves Keilah

23 When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are

looting the threshing floors,” 2 he inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go and

attack these Philistines?”

The Lord answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah.”

3 But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more,

then, if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!”

4 Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, “Go down

to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.” 5 So David and his

men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock. He
inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 6 (Now

Abiathar son of Ahimelek had brought the ephod down with him when he fled to

David at Keilah.)

Saul Pursues David

7 Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, and he said, “God has delivered him

into my hands, for David has imprisoned himselfby entering a town with gates

and bars.” 8 And Saul called up all his forces for battle, to go down to Keilah to
besiege David and his men.

9 When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he said to Abiathar the
riest, “Bring the ephod.” 10 David said, “Lord, God of Israel, your servant has
eard definitely that Saul plans to come to Keilah and destroy the town on

account of me. 11 Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me to him? Will Saul come

down, as your servant has heard? Lord, God of Israel, tell your servant.”

And the Lord said, “He will.”

12 1l?l%am David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me and my men to

Saul

>34

And the Lord said, “They will.”
13 So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah and kept
movin%lfrom place to Ipl)lace. When Saul was told that David had escaped from
Keilah, he did not go there.
14 David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of
%iplé Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give David into his
ands.
15 While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he learned that[h] Saul had
come out to take his life. 16 And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and
helped him find strength in God. 17 “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will
not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you.
Even my father Saul knows this.” 18 The two of them made a covenant before the
Lord. Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh.
19 The Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding among us
in the strongholds at Horesh, on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? 20 Now,
Your Ma{')est%/, come down whenever it pleases you to do so, and we will be
responsible for giving him into your hands.”
21 Saul replied, “The Lord bless you for your concern for me. 22 Go and get more
information. Find out where David usually goes and who has seen him there.
They tell me he is very crafty. 23 Find out about all the hiding places he uses and
come back to me with definite information. Then I'will go with you; ifhe is in the
area, I will track him down among all the clans of Judah.”
24 So they set out and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in
the Desert of Maon, in the Arabah south of Jeshimon. 25 Saul and his men began
the search, and when David was told about it, he went down to the rock and
stayed in the Desert of Maon. When Saul heard this, he went into the Desert of
Maon in pursuit of David.
26 Saul was going along one side of the mountain, and David and his men were on
the other side, hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing
in on David and his men to capture them, 27 a messenger came to Saul, saying,
“Come quickly! The Philistines are raiding the land.” 28 Then Saul broke off his
pursuit of David and went to meet the Philistines. That is why they call this place
Sela Hammahlekoth.[i] 29 And David went up from there and lived in the
strongholds of En Gedi.[j]
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coDavid Spares Saul’s Life
24 [k]After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in
the Desert of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men from all
Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of the Wild Goats.
3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to
relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This
is the day the Lord spoke of when he said[l] to you, ‘I will give your enemy into
your hands for you to deal with as you wish.” Then David crept up unnoticed and
cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.
5 Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe.
6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master,
the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of the Lord.” 7
With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to
attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way.
8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!”
When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with
his face to the ground. 9 He said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David
is bent on harming you’? 10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the
Lord delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I
spared you; I said, T will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s
anointed.’ 11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the
corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to
indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but
you are hunting me down to take my life. 12 May the Lord judge between you and
me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will
not touch you. 13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my
hand will not touch you.
14 “Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing? A dead
dog? A flea? 15 May the Lord be our judﬁe and decide between us. May he
consiﬁer g}y cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from
your han
16 When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my
son?” And he wept aloud. 17 “You are more righteous than I,” he said. “You have
treated me well, gut I have treated you badly. 18 You have just now told me about
the good you did to me; the Lord delivered me into your hands, but you did not
kill me. 19 When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed?
May the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today. 20 I know that
ﬁou will surely be king and that the kin; cf;m of Israel will be established in your
ands. 21 Now swear to me by the Lord that you will not kill off my descendants
or wipe out my name from my father’s fami iy.”
22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his
men went up to the stronghold.
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c1Samuel 26

New International Version

David Again Spares Saul’s Life

26 The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding on the hill of Hakilah,

which faces Jeshimon?”

2 So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand select Israelite troops, to

search there for David. 3 Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing

Jeshimon, but David stayed in the wilderness. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, 4

he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely arrived.

5 Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and

Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp,

with the army encamped around him.

6 David then asked Ahimelek the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, “Who will

go down into the camp with me to Saul?”

I'll go with you,” said Abishai.

7 8o David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the

camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying

around him.

8 Abishai said to David, “Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin

him to the ground with one thrust of the spear; I won’t strike him twice.”

9 But David said to Abishai, “Don’t destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed and

be guiltless? 10 As surely as the Lord lives,” he said, “the Lord himself will strike him, or his time
ill come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11 But the Lord forbid that I should

%ay ahand on the Lord’s anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and

et’sgo.”
12 So David took the spear and water jug near Saul’s head, and they left. No one saw or knew
z(aibout }t, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord had put them into a
eep sleep.

13 Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some distance away;

there was a wide space between them. 14 He called out to the army and to Abner son of Ner,

“Aren’t you going to answer me, Abner?”

Abner replied, “Who are you who calls to the king?”

15 David said, “You’re a man, aren’t you? And who is like you in Israel? Why didn’t you guard

your lord the king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. 16 What you have done is not

good. As surely as the Lord lives, you and your men must die, because you did not guard your

master, the Lord’s anointed. Loo around};fou_ Where are the king’s spear and water jug that

were near his head?”

17 Saul recognized David’s voice and said, “Is that your voice, David my son?”

David replied, “Yes it is, my lord the king.” 18 And he added, “Why is my lord pursuing his

servant? What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? 19 Now let my lord the king listen to

his servant’s words. If the Lord has incited you against me, then may he accept an offering, If,

however, people have done it, may they be cursed before the Lord! They have driven me today

from my share in the Lord’s inheritance and have said, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 20 Now do not let

my blood fall to the ground far from the presence of the Lord. The king of Israel has come out to

look for a flea—as one hunts a partridge in the mountains.”

21 Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life

precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted lil{e afool and have 1E))reen

terribly wrong,”

22 “Here is the king’s spear,” David answered. “Let one of your young men come over and get it

23 The Lord rewards everyone for their righteousness and faithfulness. The Lord deliverec? you

into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed. 24 As surely as I valued

your life today, so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble.”

25 Then Saul said to David, “May you be blessed, David my son; you will do great things and

surely triumph.”

So David went on his way, and Saul returned home.



how God delt with David’s enemies.

col Samuel 31

New International Version

Saul Takes His Life

31 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled before
them, and many fell dead on Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines were in
hot pursuit of Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons Jonathan,
Abinadab and Malki-Shua. 3 The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and
when the archers overtook him, they wounded him critically.

4 Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword and run me through,
or these uncircumcised fellows will come and run me through and
abuse me.”

But his armor-bearer was terrified and would not do it; so Saul took his
own sword and fell on it. 5 When the armor-bearer saw that Saul was
dead, he too fell on his sword and died with him. 6 So Saul and his three
sons and his armor-bearer and all his men died together that same day.
7 When the Israelites along the valley and those across the Jordan saw
that the Israelite army had fled and that Saul and his sons had died,
they abandoned their towns and fled. And the Philistines came and
occupied them.

8 The next day, when the Philistines came to strip the dead, they found
Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9 They cut off his head
and stripped off his armor, and they sent messengers throughout the
land of the Philistines to proclaim the news in the temple of their idols
and among their people. 10 They put his armor in the temple of the
Ashtoreths and fastened his body to the wall of Beth Shan.

11 When the people of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had
done to Saul, 12 all their valiant men marched through the night to Beth
Shan. They took down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the wall of
Beth Shan and went to Jabesh, where they burned them. 13 Then they
took their bones and buried them under a tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and
they fasted seven days.



Sarai and her adversary

Genesis 16

New International Version

Hagar and Ishmael
16 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave
named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go,
sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.”
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years,
Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife.
4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived.
When sﬁe knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said
to Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your
arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge
between you and me.”
6 “Your slbéwe is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.”
Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.
7 The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is
beside the road to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come
from, and where are you going?”
“I'm running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.
9 Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” 10
The angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too
numerous to count.”
11 The angel of the Lord also said to her:
“You are now pregnant

and you will give birth to a son.
You shall name him Ishmael,[a]

for the Lord has heard of your misery.
12 He will be a wild donkey of a man;

his hand will be against everyone

and everyone’s hand against him,
and he will live in hostility

toward[b] all his brothers.”
13 She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for
she said, “T have now seen|c| the One who sees me.” 14 That is why the well was called
Beer Lahai Roi[d]; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered.
15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had
borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.
Footnotes
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David withheld
vengeance and gave God
the authority to repay
unlike Sarai who took
matters in her own hands.
God made sure that all
Saul’s descendants are
not left alive apart from
one who escaped by the
help of the caretaker and
Its soooo0 sad that he was
left crippled and for
Sarai’s enemies God
promised them
multiplication.



