
PERSON OR
THE WEEK.

This week is for whoever
has the urge to take

matters in their own hands.
It’s called revenge and we
know of the scripture that

says; 

Deuteronomy 32:35
New International Version
35 It is mine to avenge; I will
repay.
    In due time their foot will slip;
 their day of disaster is near
    and their doom rushes upon
them.”

THINGSLOVE.ME

ENJOY READING.

Romans 12:17-19
New International Version
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be
careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my
dear friends, but leave room for God’s
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; I will repay,”[a] says the Lord.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A17-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28265a


 Paul goes further to say that
be angry but do not sin.

Ephesians 4:26-27
New International Version
26 “In your anger do not sin”[a]: Do
not let the sun go down while you
are still angry, 27 and do not give
the devil a foothold.
 

With the above said, I need to list a
couple of people who revenged and
the people they got back at ended up
being blessed by God instead of
making them pay and others were
killed in the process of their
resentment or bitterness and more so
this never took away the pain that the
other party caused.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%3A26-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29299a


THOUGH JOSEPH FACED A TOUGH
TIME ON THIS JOURNEY TO ENTER
INTO HIS PURPOSE GOD TURNED
HIS PAIN INTO A DOOR TO
PURPOSE. AS CHRISTIANS WE
KNOW THAT GOD HAS TO TAKE US
THROUGH REFINIMENET BEFORE
WE START TO WALK INTO OUR
PURPOSE. GOD LOOKED INTO THE
FUTURE BECAUSE HE KNOWS OUR
END AND OUR BEGINNING
INCLUDING THE MIDDLE AND, IN HIS
JOURNEY, HE SAW THAT THE SONS
OF JACOB WOULD NOT LEAVE
VENGEANCE TO HIM BUT TAKE IT IN
THEIR HANDS AND SAW THIS
WOULD BE GOOD FOR JOSEPH’S
REFINEMENT AND HE LET IT BE.
JOSEPH OFFENDED HIS BROTHERS
WHEN HE GAVE FEED BACK TO HIS
FATHER ABOUT THEM AND IT WAS
NOT GOOD. HIS FATHER ADORED
HIM SO MUCH BECAUSE HE WAS
BORN BY RACHEL AND IN HIS OLD
AGE. THIS CAUSED ENVY AND
JELOUSY IN THEIR HEARTS. 

JOSEPH’S BROTHERS REVENGE, OPENED
THE DOOR FOR HIM TO BE BLESSED.
People will ask, what did joseph do to
his brothers to deserve this? He told
his father reports on his brothers
which were right but painted a bad
picture of them to their
father.Secondly, caring for your
children is excellent but pouring out
love among them in different
measurements can prove to bring
more harm than good. Bitterness,
envy, jealousy, resentment can breed
and bring havoc. 



Genesis 37
New International Version

Joseph’s Dreams
37 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of

Canaan.
2 This is the account of Jacob’s family line.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his
brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives,

and he brought their father a bad report about them.
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he
had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate[a] robe for
him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any

of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated
him all the more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We

were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf
rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and

bowed down to it.”
8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you

actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream
and what he had said.

9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he
said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven

stars were bowing down to me.”
10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked

him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and
your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?”

11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in
mind.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1087a


Joseph Sold by His Brothers
12 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said to Joseph,

“As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to
them.”

“Very well,” he replied.
14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word

back to me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron.
When Joseph arrived at Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering around in the fields and asked him,

“What are you looking for?”
16 He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing their flocks?”
17 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’”

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 18 But they saw him in the distance,
and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.

19 “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him
into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of

his dreams.”
21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 22
“Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.”

Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father.
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was

wearing— 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no
water in it.

25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from
Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take

them down to Egypt.
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27

Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our
own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed.

28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and
sold him for twenty shekels[b] of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.

29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He
went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where can I turn now?”

31 Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They took the
ornate robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s

robe.”
33 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph

has surely been torn to pieces.”
34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons

and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue to
mourn until I join my son in the grave.” So his father wept for him.

36 Meanwhile, the Midianites[c] sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the
captain of the guard.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1112b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1120c


Genesis 34
New International Version

Dinah and the Shechemites
34 Now Dinah, the daughter Leah had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the women of the

land. 2 When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, the ruler of that area, saw her, he took her
and raped her. 3 His heart was drawn to Dinah daughter of Jacob; he loved the young woman

and spoke tenderly to her. 4 And Shechem said to his father Hamor, “Get me this girl as my
wife.”

5 When Jacob heard that his daughter Dinah had been defiled, his sons were in the fields with
his livestock; so he did nothing about it until they came home.

6 Then Shechem’s father Hamor went out to talk with Jacob. 7 Meanwhile, Jacob’s sons had
come in from the fields as soon as they heard what had happened. They were shocked and

furious, because Shechem had done an outrageous thing in[a] Israel by sleeping with Jacob’s
daughter—a thing that should not be done.

8 But Hamor said to them, “My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give
her to him as his wife. 9 Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for

yourselves. 10 You can settle among us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade[b] in it, and
acquire property in it.”

11 Then Shechem said to Dinah’s father and brothers, “Let me find favor in your eyes, and I
will give you whatever you ask. 12 Make the price for the bride and the gift I am to bring as
great as you like, and I’ll pay whatever you ask me. Only give me the young woman as my

wife.”
13 Because their sister Dinah had been defiled, Jacob’s sons replied deceitfully as they spoke

to Shechem and his father Hamor. 14 They said to them, “We can’t do such a thing; we can’t
give our sister to a man who is not circumcised. That would be a disgrace to us. 15 We will

enter into an agreement with you on one condition only: that you become like us by
circumcising all your males. 16 Then we will give you our daughters and take your daughters
for ourselves. We’ll settle among you and become one people with you. 17 But if you will not

agree to be circumcised, we’ll take our sister and go.”
18 Their proposal seemed good to Hamor and his son Shechem. 19 The young man, who was
the most honored of all his father’s family, lost no time in doing what they said, because he
was delighted with Jacob’s daughter. 20 So Hamor and his son Shechem went to the gate of
their city to speak to the men of their city. 21 “These men are friendly toward us,” they said.

“Let them live in our land and trade in it; the land has plenty of room for them. We can marry
their daughters and they can marry ours. 22 But the men will agree to live with us as one
people only on the condition that our males be circumcised, as they themselves are. 23

Won’t their livestock, their property and all their other animals become ours? So let us agree
to their terms, and they will settle among us.”

SIMEON AND LEVI’S REVENGE.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-988a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-991b


24 All the men who went out of the
city gate agreed with Hamor and
his son Shechem, and every male
in the city was circumcised.
25 Three days later, while all of
them were still in pain, two of
Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi,
Dinah’s brothers, took their swords
and attacked the unsuspecting
city, killing every male. 26 They put
Hamor and his son Shechem to the
sword and took Dinah from
Shechem’s house and left. 27 The
sons of Jacob came upon the dead
bodies and looted the city
where[c] their sister had been
defiled. 28 They seized their flocks
and herds and donkeys and
everything else of theirs in the city
and out in the fields. 29 They
carried off all their wealth and all
their women and children, taking
as plunder everything in the
houses.
30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and
Levi, “You have brought trouble on
me by making me obnoxious to
the Canaanites and Perizzites, the
people living in this land. We are
few in number, and if they join
forces against me and attack me, I
and my household will be
destroyed.”
31 But they replied, “Should he
have treated our sister like a
prostitute?”

JACOB’S BLESSING
TOWARDS SIMEON

AND LEVI.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1008c


Genesis 35:22
New International Version
22 While Israel was living in that
region, Reuben went in and slept
with his father’s concubine Bilhah,
and Israel heard of it.

WE ALL LEARNED FROM
SOMEWHERE ON THIS BLOG
ABOUT RUEBEN THE FIRST-
BORN SON OF JACOB. HE
ANALYSED SILENTLY HOW HIS
MOTHER WENT THROUGH
TERRIBLE AGONY BECAUSE
HIS FATHER GAVE MORE
ATTENTION TO RACHAEL AND
HIS HOUSEHOLD FORGETTING
ABOUT LEAH AND HIS
HOUSEHOLD. THIS TURNED
INTO BITTERNESS AND HE
TOOK VENGEANCE INTO HIS
OWN HANDS BY;

Genesis 49:5-7
New International Version

5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers—
    their swords[a] are weapons of violence.

6 Let me not enter their council,
    let me not join their assembly,

 for they have killed men in their anger
    and hamstrung oxen as they pleased.

7 Cursed be their anger, so fierce,
    and their fury, so cruel!

 I will scatter them in Jacob
    and disperse them in Israel.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+49%3A5-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1479a


Genesis 49:2-4
New International Version
2 “Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob;
    listen to your father Israel.
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn,
    my might, the first sign of my strength,
    excelling in honor, excelling in power.
4 Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer
excel,
    for you went up onto your father’s bed,
    onto my couch and defiled it.

THE FATHER’S BLESSING FOR REUBEN



There are
many
examples to
look at but
will shall go
for
Absalom’s
revenge.
Read below;

1 Chronicles 5:1-3
New International Version
Reuben
5 The sons of Reuben the firstborn of
Israel (he was the firstborn, but when he
defiled his father’s marriage bed, his
rights as firstborn were given to the sons
of Joseph son of Israel; so he could not be
listed in the genealogical record in
accordance with his birthright, 2 and
though Judah was the strongest of his
brothers and a ruler came from him, the
rights of the firstborn belonged to
Joseph)— 3 the sons of Reuben the
firstborn of Israel:
Hanok, Pallu, Hezron and Karmi.



2 Samuel 13
New International Version
Amnon and Tamar
13 In the course of time, Amnon son of David fell in love with Tamar, the beautiful
sister of Absalom son of David.
2 Amnon became so obsessed with his sister Tamar that he made himself ill. She was
a virgin, and it seemed impossible for him to do anything to her.
3 Now Amnon had an adviser named Jonadab son of Shimeah, David’s brother.
Jonadab was a very shrewd man. 4 He asked Amnon, “Why do you, the king’s son,
look so haggard morning after morning? Won’t you tell me?”
Amnon said to him, “I’m in love with Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.”
5 “Go to bed and pretend to be ill,” Jonadab said. “When your father comes to see
you, say to him, ‘I would like my sister Tamar to come and give me something to eat.
Let her prepare the food in my sight so I may watch her and then eat it from her
hand.’”
6 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. When the king came to see him, Amnon
said to him, “I would like my sister Tamar to come and make some special bread in
my sight, so I may eat from her hand.”
7 David sent word to Tamar at the palace: “Go to the house of your brother Amnon
and prepare some food for him.” 8 So Tamar went to the house of her brother
Amnon, who was lying down. She took some dough, kneaded it, made the bread in
his sight and baked it. 9 Then she took the pan and served him the bread, but he
refused to eat.
“Send everyone out of here,” Amnon said. So everyone left him. 10 Then Amnon said
to Tamar, “Bring the food here into my bedroom so I may eat from your hand.” And
Tamar took the bread she had prepared and brought it to her brother Amnon in his
bedroom. 11 But when she took it to him to eat, he grabbed her and said, “Come to
bed with me, my sister.”
12 “No, my brother!” she said to him. “Don’t force me! Such a thing should not be
done in Israel! Don’t do this wicked thing. 13 What about me? Where could I get rid of
my disgrace? And what about you? You would be like one of the wicked fools in
Israel. Please speak to the king; he will not keep me from being married to you.” 14 But
he refused to listen to her, and since he was stronger than she, he raped her.
15 Then Amnon hated her with intense hatred. In fact, he hated her more than he had
loved her. Amnon said to her, “Get up and get out!”
16 “No!” she said to him. “Sending me away would be a greater wrong than what you
have already done to me.”
But he refused to listen to her. 17 He called his personal servant and said, “Get this
woman out of my sight and bolt the door after her.” 18 So his servant put her out and
bolted the door after her. She was wearing an ornate[a] robe, for this was the kind of
garment the virgin daughters of the king wore. 19 Tamar put ashes on her head and
tore the ornate robe she was wearing. She put her hands on her head and went
away, weeping aloud as she went.
20 Her brother Absalom said to her, “Has that Amnon, your brother, been with you?
Be quiet for now, my sister; he is your brother. Don’t take this thing to heart.” And
Tamar lived in her brother Absalom’s house, a desolate woman.
21 When King David heard all this, he was furious. 22 And Absalom never said a word
to Amnon, either good or bad; he hated Amnon because he had disgraced his sister
Tamar.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-8336a


Absalom Kills Amnon
23 Two years later, when Absalom’s sheepshearers were at Baal Hazor
near the border of Ephraim, he invited all the king’s sons to come there. 24
Absalom went to the king and said, “Your servant has had shearers come.
Will the king and his attendants please join me?”
25 “No, my son,” the king replied. “All of us should not go; we would only be
a burden to you.” Although Absalom urged him, he still refused to go but
gave him his blessing.
26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon come with
us.”
The king asked him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 But Absalom urged
him, so he sent with him Amnon and the rest of the king’s sons.
28 Absalom ordered his men, “Listen! When Amnon is in high spirits from
drinking wine and I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon down,’ then kill him. Don’t be
afraid. Haven’t I given you this order? Be strong and brave.” 29 So
Absalom’s men did to Amnon what Absalom had ordered. Then all the
king’s sons got up, mounted their mules and fled.
30 While they were on their way, the report came to David: “Absalom has
struck down all the king’s sons; not one of them is left.” 31 The king stood
up, tore his clothes and lay down on the ground; and all his attendants
stood by with their clothes torn.
32 But Jonadab son of Shimeah, David’s brother, said, “My lord should not
think that they killed all the princes; only Amnon is dead. This has been
Absalom’s express intention ever since the day Amnon raped his sister
Tamar. 33 My lord the king should not be concerned about the report that
all the king’s sons are dead. Only Amnon is dead.”
34 Meanwhile, Absalom had fled.
Now the man standing watch looked up and saw many people on the
road west of him, coming down the side of the hill. The watchman went
and told the king, “I see men in the direction of Horonaim, on the side of
the hill.”[b]
35 Jonadab said to the king, “See, the king’s sons have come; it has
happened just as your servant said.”
36 As he finished speaking, the king’s sons came in, wailing loudly. The
king, too, and all his attendants wept very bitterly.
37 Absalom fled and went to Talmai son of Ammihud, the king of Geshur.
But King David mourned many days for his son.
38 After Absalom fled and went to Geshur, he stayed there three years. 39
And King David longed to go to Absalom, for he was consoled concerning
Amnon’s death.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2013&version=NIV#fen-NIV-8352b


AFTER THE RETURN OF
ABSALOM, HIS HEART SET HIM
TO TAKE HIS FATHER’S THRONE.
ONE PREACHER SAID GOD
REVEALED TO HIM THAT, HE
WANTED TO REPAY HIM FOR
NOT TAKING ACTION UPON HIS
SISTER’S MATTER.HE DID
EVERYTHING THAT HE COULD
UNTIL HIS FATHER FLED. HIS
FATHER INVOLVED GOD IN THE
MATTER BECAUSE, HE WAS ONE
NOT TO TAKE MATTERS IN HIS
OWN HANDS UNTIL HE
COSULTED GOD.
CIRCUMSTANCES HAPPENED
AND ABSALOM WAS KILLED.
Read 2 Samuel chapter
14,15,16,17 and 18.

The above stories
lead me to analyze
Esau and Jacob’s
story.
How it started;



Genesis 25:29-34
New International Version
29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew,
Esau came in from the open country, famished.
30 He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of
that red stew! I’m famished!” (That is why he was
also called Edom.[a])
31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”
32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What
good is the birthright to me?”
33 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he
swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to
Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some
lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up
and left.
So Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 27
New International Version
27 When Isaac was old and his eyes
were so weak that he could no longer
see, he called for Esau his older son and
said to him, “My son.”
“Here I am,” he answered.
2 Isaac said, “I am now an old man and
don’t know the day of my death. 3 Now
then, get your equipment—your quiver
and bow—and go out to the open
country to hunt some wild game for me.
4 Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like
and bring it to me to eat, so that I may
give you my blessing before I die.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25%3A29-34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-689a


5 Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When Esau left for the open country to
hunt game and bring it back, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Look, I overheard your father say to
your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give
you my blessing in the presence of the Lord before I die.’ 8 Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I
tell you: 9 Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food
for your father, just the way he likes it. 10 Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his
blessing before he dies.”
11 Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man while I have smooth skin. 12
What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on
myself rather than a blessing.”
13 His mother said to him, “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me.”
14 So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just
the way his father liked it. 15 Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she had
in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. 16 She also covered his hands and the smooth
part of his neck with the goatskins. 17 Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread
she had made.
18 He went to his father and said, “My father.”
“Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?”
19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat
some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.”
20 Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?”
“The Lord your God gave me success,” he replied.
21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are
my son Esau or not.”
22 Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but
the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his
brother Esau; so he proceeded to bless him. 24 “Are you really my son Esau?” he asked.
“I am,” he replied.
25 Then he said, “My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing.”
Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. 26 Then his father Isaac
said to him, “Come here, my son, and kiss me.”
27 So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and
said,
“Ah, the smell of my son
    is like the smell of a field
    that the Lord has blessed.
28 May God give you heaven’s dew
    and earth’s richness—
    an abundance of grain and new wine.
29 May nations serve you
    and peoples bow down to you.
 Be lord over your brothers,
    and may the sons of your mother bow down to you.
 May those who curse you be cursed
    and those who bless you be blessed.”
30 After Isaac finished blessing him, and Jacob had scarcely left his father’s presence, his brother
Esau came in from hunting. 31 He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. Then he
said to him, “My father, please sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your
blessing.”
32 His father Isaac asked him, “Who are you?”
“I am your son,” he answered, “your firstborn, Esau.”



33 Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was it, then, that hunted
game and brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed
him—and indeed he will be blessed!”
34 When Esau heard his father’s words, he burst out with a loud and
bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me—me too, my father!”
35 But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing.”
36 Esau said, “Isn’t he rightly named Jacob[a]? This is the second time
he has taken advantage of me: He took my birthright, and now he’s
taken my blessing!” Then he asked, “Haven’t you reserved any
blessing for me?”
37 Isaac answered Esau, “I have made him lord over you and have
made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain
and new wine. So what can I possibly do for you, my son?”
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father?
Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau wept aloud.
39 His father Isaac answered him,
“Your dwelling will be
    away from the earth’s richness,
    away from the dew of heaven above.
40 You will live by the sword
    and you will serve your brother.
 But when you grow restless,
    you will throw his yoke
    from off your neck.”
41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father
had given him. He said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father
are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”
42 When Rebekah was told what her older son Esau had said, she sent
for her younger son Jacob and said to him, “Your brother Esau is
planning to avenge himself by killing you. 43 Now then, my son, do
what I say: Flee at once to my brother Laban in Harran. 44 Stay with
him for a while until your brother’s fury subsides. 45 When your
brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what you did to him, I’ll
send word for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of
you in one day?”
46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I’m disgusted with living because of
these Hittite women. If Jacob takes a wife from among the women of
this land, from Hittite women like these, my life will not be worth living.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-764a


Genesis 27:38-40
New International Version
38 Esau said to his father, “Do you
have only one blessing, my father?
Bless me too, my father!” Then Esau
wept aloud.
39 His father Isaac answered him,
“Your dwelling will be
    away from the earth’s richness,
    away from the dew of heaven
above.
40 You will live by the sword
    and you will serve your brother.
 But when you grow restless,
    you will throw his yoke
    from off your neck.”

We read about Esau’s cry of
disappointment after his brother
took his blessing. Many said that
this blessing was rightfully for
Jacob because of the birth right
that was given to him but I
disagree. But regardless of what
happened, I believe Isaac gave him
this opportunity to receive this
blessing because they shared a lot
of interests. The blessing was not
connected to his birth right.



Before Esau begun his revenge
mission, he discovered that his
parents disliked his choice in
women and he married more of the
Pegan women to make them more
furious. His retaliation is not
recommended because it goes
against loving your neighbor as you
love yourself. Loving you means
good decisions.

By this I mean that, whenever
you see this person or think
about them, if the wrong is still
registered in your heart, your
emotions will be controlled by
them and this is you being ruled
by them. He goes further to tell
him but when you grow restless,
you will throw his yoke (rule or
control) from off your neck. I
have been in a bitter state and it
had grown so much that I felt
heavy and I couldn’t shake it off.
Throwing the York means, you
forgive someone and you set
yourself free.

I believe his father sensing that
his son’s heart was so broken, he
knew this was breeding grudge
and resentment meant all this
grudge and resentment will
keep him from the lord’s
presence and will make him live
by the sword meaning he won’t
rest until he has fulfilled or
quenched his anger for his
brother and resenting someone
it puts you under their control. 



In the course of years,
we read Esau
prospered. I believe he
later decided to forgive
his brother Jacob. We
read an encounter
between Jacob and his
brother Esau after God
asks Jacob to return to
the land that was
promised his
grandfather Abraham.

Genesis 28:6-9
New International Version
6 Now Esau learned that Isaac had
blessed Jacob and had sent him to
Paddan Aram to take a wife from
there, and that when he blessed him
he commanded him, “Do not marry a
Canaanite woman,” 7 and that Jacob
had obeyed his father and mother
and had gone to Paddan Aram. 8
Esau then realized how displeasing
the Canaanite women were to his
father Isaac; 9 so he went to Ishmael
and married Mahalath, the sister of
Nebaioth and daughter of Ishmael
son of Abraham, in addition to the
wives he already had.



Genesis 32-33
New International Version
Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau
32 [a]Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2 When
Jacob saw them, he said, “This is the camp of God!” So he named that
place Mahanaim.[b]
3 Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of
Seir, the country of Edom. 4 He instructed them: “This is what you are to
say to my lord Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob says, I have been staying with
Laban and have remained there till now. 5 I have cattle and donkeys,
sheep and goats, male and female servants. Now I am sending this
message to my lord, that I may find favor in your eyes.’”
6 When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your
brother Esau, and now he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men
are with him.”
7 In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him
into two groups,[c] and the flocks and herds and camels as well. 8 He
thought, “If Esau comes and attacks one group,[d] the group[e] that is left
may escape.”
9 Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father
Isaac, Lord, you who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your
relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ 10 I am unworthy of all the kindness
and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I
crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two camps. 11 Save me, I pray,
from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack
me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But you have said, ‘I will
surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of
the sea, which cannot be counted.’”
13 He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a
gift for his brother Esau: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male
goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15 thirty female camels with
their young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten
male donkeys. 16 He put them in the care of his servants, each herd by
itself, and said to his servants, “Go ahead of me, and keep some space
between the herds.”
17 He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and
asks, ‘Who do you belong to, and where are you going, and who owns all
these animals in front of you?’ 18 then you are to say, ‘They belong to your
servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming
behind us.’”
19 He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed
the herds: “You are to say the same thing to Esau when you meet him. 20
And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming behind us.’” For he
thought, “I will pacify him with these gifts I am sending on ahead; later,
when I see him, perhaps he will receive me.” 21 So Jacob’s gifts went on
ahead of him, but he himself spent the night in the camp.
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Jacob Wrestles With God
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two
female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford

of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream,
he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone,

and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the
man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the

socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he
wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go,

for it is daybreak.”
But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless

me.”
27 The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob,

but Israel,[f] because you have struggled with God and
with humans and have overcome.”

29 Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”
But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he

blessed him there.
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel,[g] saying, “It is
because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was

spared.”
31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel,[h] and he

was limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to this day the
Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of

the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched
near the tendon.

Jacob Meets Esau
33 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his

four hundred men; so he divided the children among Leah,
Rachel and the two female servants. 2 He put the female

servants and their children in front, Leah and her children
next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 3 He himself went

on ahead and bowed down to the ground seven times as
he approached his brother.

4 But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw
his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept. 5

Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children.
“Who are these with you?” he asked.

Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously
given your servant.”

6 Then the female servants and their children approached
and bowed down. 7 Next, Leah and her children came and

bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, and they
too bowed down.

8 Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and
herds I met?”

“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said.
9 But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep

what you have for yourself.”
10 “No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your
eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your face is like

seeing the face of God, now that you have received me
favorably. 11 Please accept the present that was brought to
you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.”

And because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it.
12 Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I’ll accompany

you.”
13 But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children

are tender and that I must care for the ewes and cows that
are nursing their young. If they are driven hard just one

day, all the animals will die. 14 So let my lord go on ahead of
his servant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the

flocks and herds before me and the pace of the children,
until I come to my lord in Seir.”

15 Esau said, “Then let me leave some of my men with you.”
“But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let me find favor in

the eyes of my lord.”
16 So that day Esau started on his way back to Seir. 17

Jacob, however, went to Sukkoth, where he built a place for
himself and made shelters for his livestock. That is why the

place is called Sukkoth.[i]
18 After Jacob came from Paddan Aram,[j] he arrived
safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan and camped

within sight of the city. 19 For a hundred pieces of silver,[k]
he bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem,

the plot of ground where he pitched his tent. 20 There he set
up an altar and called it El Elohe Israel.[l]

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-957f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-959g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-960h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-978i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-979j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-980k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-981l


finally;

I know many will say the prayer Jacob prayed saved him from his brother Esau, yes and
yes. But the way Esau received him showed that he had reconciled with the blessing that
was taken away. I say this because regardless if Esau was still mad at him, God would
have found a way of getting Jacob on the other side because it was in his will. Let’s fix
our attention on the moment Esau came himself to meet Jacob, not because he wanted
to confront him about his actions when he ran to meet Jacob and embrace him.
Showed true forgiveness. (please read Genesis 33:4). When you read the above scripture
in continuation Esau wanted to know about Jacob’s family. Genesis 33:8-11 Esau asks
about the flock he met on the way which were gifts for him as we earlier read Jacob
wanted to calm him down before he actually met him in person just in case, he was still
mad. We further read that Esau never accepted the gift in the beginning because there
was no reason for it but he accepted it due to the persistence of Jacob and the love he
felt when he met him after a long time. Unlike Cain who lived in bitterness and sin Esau
decided to forgive.



STORY.
BIG

PLEASE TAKE TIME TO DIVE INTO JOSEPH’S STORY IN THE
SCRIPTURE. I PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALS TO YOU MORE AGAPE
LOVE TENDENCIES IN JOSEPH’S LIFE.

Here we are looking into joseph’s life and he lived in agape love
through it all. We all know this young man joseph as a brother
who was sold by his brothers into slavery, what he endured and
how he became a governor of Egypt. Let’s look at his life in the
perspective of Agape love during his time of suffering. Just as we
look back in this story, we notice that a couple of times the
author says and “God was with joseph or with him.” Though
there is no where we read that joseph prayed or sacrificed but we
notice a lot that joseph lived in the fear of God just by observing
the many ways he faced different trials. Jacob, his father lived too
in the fear of God while living with Laban his uncle and after
that. Laban on many occasions connived to cheat Jacob, in the
sense that this problem might have run in the family because we
remember how Laban’s sister Rebecca enticed Jacob to steal his
brothers’ blessings. Since joseph was the favorite of the father his
relationship with God and the trust in God might have been
rubbed off onto him in this process.
So many times, I think the holy spirit just makes us numb so that
we do not react or defend ourselves in many unfair situations. Its
not that joseph accepted his fate in every situation but he rather
knew that God was watching and he is the only judge and he
thought am sold what can I do to please God while am living with
these people, am assigned to head Potiphar’s household and God
is watching ,he asks what am I supposed to do in this assignment
that will exalt the God that I serve so that he continue watching
over me, while God was watching and blessing him, Potiphar’s
wife could not take this attractiveness. Just as we all know that
women we love when men help around the household. This
made Potiphar’s wife so attracted to him that he constantly made
advances towards him until she obscenely tried to grab him. Its
very agape love not to defend yourself just as Jesus showed us an
example when he was accused, he never said a word because he
knew the circumstances and their mindset along with his status
and position of the accuser. Know that God is watching and he
protects those in relationship with him. Just as Joseph later said
you meant it for evil but God meant it for good just brings in joy
and peace in the hard times. If we let our pain turn against the
trust we have in God and anger is brewed, we shall end up taking
matters to the heart and finally into our own hands.  Forgiveness
and how we treat those who hurt us especially the way Joseph
was extremely generous towards his brothers, they are ways of
agape love too. Reacting through Agape love in every
circumstance regardless of good and bad times keeps God
watching over us and out for us.



 Genesis 39-46
New International Version
Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife
39 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.
2 The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3
When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything
he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his
household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From the time he put him in charge
of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the Egyptian because
of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the
field. 6 So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern
himself with anything except the food he ate.
Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took notice of
Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”
8 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with
anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in this
house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife.
How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to Joseph
day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was
inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her
hand and ran out of the house.

13 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, 14 she called her
household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He

came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. 15 When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak
beside me and ran out of the house.”

16 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 17 Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew
slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his

cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he

burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners
were confined.



But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and
granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all
those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden
paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave
him success in whatever he did.
The Cupbearer and the Baker
40 Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, the
king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker,
3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison where
Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them.
After they had been in custody for some time, 5 each of the two men—the cupbearer and the
baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each
dream had a meaning of its own.
6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. 7 So he asked
Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his master’s house, “Why do you look so sad
today?”
8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one to interpret them.”
Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams.”
9 So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, “In my dream I saw a vine in front
of me, 10 and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it blossomed, and its clusters
ripened into grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes, squeezed them into
Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.”
12 “This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days. 13 Within
three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and you will put
Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cupbearer. 14 But when all
goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention me to Pharaoh and get me out
of this prison. 15 I was forcibly carried off from the land of the Hebrews, and even here I have done
nothing to deserve being put in a dungeon.”
16 When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favorable interpretation, he said to Joseph,
“I too had a dream: On my head were three baskets of bread.[a] 17 In the top basket were all kinds
of baked goods for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating them out of the basket on my head.”
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18 “This is what it means,” Joseph said. “The three baskets are three days. 19 Within three days
Pharaoh will lift off your head and impale your body on a pole. And the birds will eat away your
flesh.”
20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted
up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 21 He
restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s
hand— 22 but he impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation.
23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him.
Pharaoh’s Dreams
41 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, 2 when
out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. 3
After them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those
on the riverbank. 4 And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven sleek, fat cows.
Then Pharaoh woke up.
5 He fell asleep again and had a second dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, were
growing on a single stalk. 6 After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched
by the east wind. 7 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven healthy, full heads. Then
Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dream.
8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of Egypt.
Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him.
9 Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am reminded of my shortcomings. 10
Pharaoh was once angry with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the
house of the captain of the guard. 11 Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream
had a meaning of its own. 12 Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain
of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving each man the
interpretation of his dream. 13 And things turned out exactly as he interpreted them to us: I
was restored to my position, and the other man was impaled.”
14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had
shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said
of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”
16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he
desires.”
17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile, 18 when
out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the reeds. 19
After them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such
ugly cows in all the land of Egypt. 20 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came
up first. 21 But even after they ate them, no one could tell that they had done so; they looked
just as ugly as before. Then I woke up.



22 “In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single
stalk. 23 After them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin and scorched
by the east wind. 24 The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads. I
told this to the magicians, but none of them could explain it to me.”
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same.
God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are
seven years, and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the
same dream. 27 The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward are seven years,
and so are the seven worthless heads of grain scorched by the east wind: They are
seven years of famine.
28 “It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.
29 Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, 30
but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be
forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. 31 The abundance in the land will
not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe. 32 The
reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been
firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.
33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge
of the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a
fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. 35 They should
collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain
under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. 36 This food
should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of
famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the
famine.”
37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked
them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God[b]?”
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there
is no one so discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and
all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be
greater than you.”
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Joseph in Charge of Egypt
41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of
Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s
finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43
He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command,[c] and people shouted
before him, “Make way[d]!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.
44 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will
lift hand or foot in all Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah
and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On,[e] to be his wife. And
Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.
46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. 47
During the seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully. 48 Joseph
collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and
stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it.
49 Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so
much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.
50 Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by Asenath
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. 51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh[f] and
said, “It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s
household.” 52 The second son he named Ephraim[g] and said, “It is because God
has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”
53 The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, 54 and the seven years of
famine began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but
in the whole land of Egypt there was food. 55 When all Egypt began to feel the
famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for food. Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians,
“Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”
56 When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the
storehouses and sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout
Egypt. 57 And all the world came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the
famine was severe everywhere.
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Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt
42 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you just keep looking at
each other?” 2 He continued, “I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us,
so that we may live and not die.”
3 Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin,
Joseph’s brother, with the others, because he was afraid that harm might come to him. 5 So Israel’s sons
were among those who went to buy grain, for there was famine in the land of Canaan also.
6 Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its people. So when Joseph’s
brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. 7 As soon as Joseph saw his
brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you
come from?” he asked.
“From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to buy food.”
8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 9 Then he remembered his dreams
about them and said to them, “You are spies! You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”
10 “No, my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all the sons of one man.
Your servants are honest men, not spies.”
12 “No!” he said to them. “You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”
13 But they replied, “Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives in the land of
Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more.”
14 Joseph said to them, “It is just as I told you: You are spies! 15 And this is how you will be tested: As
surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one
of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested
to see if you are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” 17 And he
put them all in custody for three days.
18 On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 If you are honest men,
let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for your starving
households. 20 But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words may be verified and
that you may not die.” This they proceeded to do.
21 They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed
he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has come on
us.”
22 Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give
an accounting for his blood.” 23 They did not realize that Joseph could understand them, since he was
using an interpreter.
24 He turned away from them and began to weep, but then came back and spoke to them again. He had
Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes.
25 Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver back in his sack, and to give
them provisions for their journey. After this was done for them, 26 they loaded their grain on their donkeys
and left.
27 At the place where they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get feed for his donkey,
and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack. 28 “My silver has been returned,” he said to his brothers.
“Here it is in my sack.”
Their hearts sank and they turned to each other trembling and said, “What is this that God has done to
us?”



29 When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that
had happened to them. They said, 30 “The man who is lord over the land spoke harshly
to us and treated us as though we were spying on the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We
are honest men; we are not spies. 32 We were twelve brothers, sons of one father.
One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in Canaan.’
33 “Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, ‘This is how I will know whether
you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take food for your
starving households and go. 34 But bring your youngest brother to me so I will know
that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will give your brother back to you, and
you can trade[h] in the land.’”
35 As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man’s sack was his pouch of silver!
When they and their father saw the money pouches, they were frightened. 36 Their
father Jacob said to them, “You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more
and Simeon is no more, and now you want to take Benjamin. Everything is against
me!”
37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may put both of my sons to death if I do not
bring him back to you. Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back.”
38 But Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with you; his brother is dead and he
is the only one left. If harm comes to him on the journey you are taking, you will bring
my gray head down to the grave in sorrow.”
The Second Journey to Egypt
43 Now the famine was still severe in the land. 2 So when they had eaten all the grain
they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back and buy us a little
more food.”
3 But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again
unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you will send our brother along with us, we will go
down and buy food for you. 5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down,
because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face again unless your brother is with
you.’”
6 Israel asked, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man you had
another brother?”
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7 They replied, “The man questioned us closely about ourselves and our family. ‘Is
your father still living?’ he asked us. ‘Do you have another brother?’ We simply
answered his questions. How were we to know he would say, ‘Bring your brother
down here’?”
8 Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go at
once, so that we and you and our children may live and not die. 9 I myself will
guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring
him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my
life. 10 As it is, if we had not delayed, we could have gone and returned twice.”
11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be, then do this: Put some of the
best products of the land in your bags and take them down to the man as a gift—a
little balm and a little honey, some spices and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and
almonds. 12 Take double the amount of silver with you, for you must return the
silver that was put back into the mouths of your sacks. Perhaps it was a mistake. 13
Take your brother also and go back to the man at once. 14 And may God Almighty[i]
grant you mercy before the man so that he will let your other brother and Benjamin
come back with you. As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.”
15 So the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin also.
They hurried down to Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph. 16 When Joseph
saw Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Take these men to
my house, slaughter an animal and prepare a meal; they are to eat with me at noon.”
17 The man did as Joseph told him and took the men to Joseph’s house. 18 Now the
men were frightened when they were taken to his house. They thought, “We were
brought here because of the silver that was put back into our sacks the first time. He
wants to attack us and overpower us and seize us as slaves and take our donkeys.”
19 So they went up to Joseph’s steward and spoke to him at the entrance to the
house. 20 “We beg your pardon, our lord,” they said, “we came down here the first
time to buy food. 21 But at the place where we stopped for the night we opened our
sacks and each of us found his silver—the exact weight—in the mouth of his sack. So
we have brought it back with us. 22 We have also brought additional silver with us to
buy food. We don’t know who put our silver in our sacks.”
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23 “It’s all right,” he said. “Don’t be afraid. Your God, the God of your father, has
given you treasure in your sacks; I received your silver.” Then he brought Simeon
out to them.
24 The steward took the men into Joseph’s house, gave them water to wash their
feet and provided fodder for their donkeys. 25 They prepared their gifts for
Joseph’s arrival at noon, because they had heard that they were to eat there.
26 When Joseph came home, they presented to him the gifts they had brought
into the house, and they bowed down before him to the ground. 27 He asked
them how they were, and then he said, “How is your aged father you told me
about? Is he still living?”
28 They replied, “Your servant our father is still alive and well.” And they bowed
down, prostrating themselves before him.
29 As he looked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s son, he
asked, “Is this your youngest brother, the one you told me about?” And he said,
“God be gracious to you, my son.” 30 Deeply moved at the sight of his brother,
Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his private room
and wept there.
31 After he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself, said,
“Serve the food.”
32 They served him by himself, the brothers by themselves, and the Egyptians
who ate with him by themselves, because Egyptians could not eat with Hebrews,
for that is detestable to Egyptians. 33 The men had been seated before him in
the order of their ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; and they looked at
each other in astonishment. 34 When portions were served to them from
Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as anyone else’s. So
they feasted and drank freely with him.
A Silver Cup in a Sack
44 Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill the
men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the
mouth of his sack. 2 Then put my cup, the silver one, in the mouth of the
youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.” And he did as Joseph
said.
3 As morning dawned, the men were sent on their way with their donkeys. 4 They
had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to his steward, “Go after those
men at once, and when you catch up with them, say to them, ‘Why have you
repaid good with evil? 5 Isn’t this the cup my master drinks from and also uses
for divination? This is a wicked thing you have done.’”



6 When he caught up with them, he repeated these words to them. 7 But they said to
him, “Why does my lord say such things? Far be it from your servants to do anything like
that! 8 We even brought back to you from the land of Canaan the silver we found inside
the mouths of our sacks. So why would we steal silver or gold from your master’s house?
9 If any of your servants is found to have it, he will die; and the rest of us will become my
lord’s slaves.”
10 “Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you say. Whoever is found to have it will
become my slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.”
11 Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. 12 Then the
steward proceeded to search, beginning with the oldest and ending with the youngest.
And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 13 At this, they tore their clothes. Then they
all loaded their donkeys and returned to the city.
14 Joseph was still in the house when Judah and his brothers came in, and they threw
themselves to the ground before him. 15 Joseph said to them, “What is this you have
done? Don’t you know that a man like me can find things out by divination?”
16 “What can we say to my lord?” Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove
our innocence? God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we
ourselves and the one who was found to have the cup.”
17 But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do such a thing! Only the man who was found
to have the cup will become my slave. The rest of you, go back to your father in peace.”
18 Then Judah went up to him and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, let me speak a
word to my lord. Do not be angry with your servant, though you are equal to Pharaoh
himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ 20 And we
answered, ‘We have an aged father, and there is a young son born to him in his old age.
His brother is dead, and he is the only one of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves
him.’
21 “Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me so I can see him for myself.’ 22
And we said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he leaves him, his father will
die.’ 23 But you told your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you,
you will not see my face again.’ 24 When we went back to your servant my father, we told
him what my lord had said.

25 “Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy a little more food.’ 26
But we said, ‘We cannot go down. Only if our youngest brother is
with us will we go. We cannot see the man’s face unless our
youngest brother is with us.’



27 “Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. 28
One of them went away from me, and I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.” And I
have not seen him since. 29 If you take this one from me too and harm comes to him,
you will bring my gray head down to the grave in misery.’
30 “So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, and if
my father, whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life, 31 sees that the boy isn’t
there, he will die. Your servants will bring the gray head of our father down to the
grave in sorrow. 32 Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. I said, ‘If I
do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!’
33 “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the
boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 34 How can I go back to my father if the
boy is not with me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.”
Joseph Makes Himself Known
45 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried
out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he
made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians
heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers
were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he
said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be
distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to
save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine
in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God
sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by
a great deliverance.[j]
8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh,
lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and
say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt.
Come down to me; don’t delay. 10 You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near
me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 11 I
will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you
and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’
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12 “You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am
speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about
everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.”
14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him,
weeping. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked
with him.
16 When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all
his officials were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your
animals and return to the land of Canaan, 18 and bring your father and your families back to
me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.’
19 “You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your children
and your wives, and get your father and come. 20 Never mind about your belongings, because
the best of all Egypt will be yours.’”
21 So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had commanded, and he
also gave them provisions for their journey. 22 To each of them he gave new clothing, but to
Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels[k] of silver and five sets of clothes. 23 And this is what
he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys
loaded with grain and bread and other provisions for his journey. 24 Then he sent his brothers
away, and as they were leaving he said to them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!”
25 So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 26 They
told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not
believe them. 27 But when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw
the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28 And
Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”

Jacob Goes to Egypt
46 So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered

sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.
2 And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”

“Here I am,” he replied.
3 “I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will
make you into a great nation there. 4 I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring

you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.”
5 Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and their children and

their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. 6 So Jacob and all his
offspring went to Egypt, taking with them their livestock and the possessions they had
acquired in Canaan. 7 Jacob brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons and his

daughters and granddaughters—all his offspring.
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8 These are the names of the sons of Israel (Jacob and his descendants) who went to Egypt:
Reuben the firstborn of Jacob.
9 The sons of Reuben:
Hanok, Pallu, Hezron and Karmi.
10 The sons of Simeon:
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman.
11 The sons of Levi:
Gershon, Kohath and Merari.
12 The sons of Judah:
Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez and Zerah (but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan).
The sons of Perez:
Hezron and Hamul.
13 The sons of Issachar:
Tola, Puah,[l] Jashub[m] and Shimron.
14 The sons of Zebulun:
Sered, Elon and Jahleel.
15 These were the sons Leah bore to Jacob in Paddan Aram,[a] besides his daughter Dinah.
These sons and daughters of his were thirty-three in all.
16 The sons of Gad:
Zephon,[b] Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli.
17 The sons of Asher:
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah.
Their sister was Serah.
The sons of Beriah:
Heber and Malkiel.
18 These were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah, whom Laban had given to his daughter
Leah—sixteen in all.
19 The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel:
Joseph and Benjamin. 20 In Egypt, Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph by Asenath
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.[c]
21 The sons of Benjamin:
Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard.
22 These were the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob—fourteen in all.
23 The son of Dan:
Hushim.
24 The sons of Naphtali:
Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem.
25 These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom Laban had given to his daughter
Rachel—seven in all.
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26 All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—those who were his direct descendants,
not counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons. 27 With the two sons[d]
who had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family, which went to
Egypt, were seventy[e] in all.
28 Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When
they arrived in the region of Goshen, 29 Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to
Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his
arms around his father[f] and wept for a long time.
30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you
are still alive.”
31 Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and
speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who
were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 32 The men are shepherds; they
tend livestock, and they have brought along their flocks and herds and everything they
own.’ 33 When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you should
answer, ‘Your servants have tended livestock from our boyhood on, just as our fathers
did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are
detestable to the Egyptians.”
Genesis 47
New International Version
47 Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds
and everything they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in Goshen.”
2 He chose five of his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh.
3 Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What is your occupation?”
“Your servants are shepherds,” they replied to Pharaoh, “just as our fathers were.” 4
They also said to him, “We have come to live here for a while, because the famine is
severe in Canaan and your servants’ flocks have no pasture. So now, please let your
servants settle in Goshen.”
5 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you, 6 and the
land of Egypt is before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the
land. Let them live in Goshen. And if you know of any among them with special ability,
put them in charge of my own livestock.”
7 Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After
Jacob blessed[a] Pharaoh, 8 Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?”
9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My
years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of
my fathers.” 10 Then Jacob blessed[b] Pharaoh and went out from his presence.
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11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in the best part of the
land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. 12 Joseph also provided his father and his brothers
and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their children.
Joseph and the Famine
13 There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine was severe; both Egypt and
Canaan wasted away because of the famine. 14 Joseph collected all the money that was to be found in
Egypt and Canaan in payment for the grain they were buying, and he brought it to Pharaoh’s palace. 15
When the money of the people of Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to Joseph and said, “Give
us food. Why should we die before your eyes? Our money is all gone.”
16 “Then bring your livestock,” said Joseph. “I will sell you food in exchange for your livestock, since your
money is gone.” 17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and he gave them food in exchange for
their horses, their sheep and goats, their cattle and donkeys. And he brought them through that year
with food in exchange for all their livestock.
18 When that year was over, they came to him the following year and said, “We cannot hide from our lord
the fact that since our money is gone and our livestock belongs to you, there is nothing left for our lord
except our bodies and our land. 19 Why should we perish before your eyes—we and our land as well? Buy
us and our land in exchange for food, and we with our land will be in bondage to Pharaoh. Give us seed so
that we may live and not die, and that the land may not become desolate.”
20 So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for Pharaoh. The Egyptians, one and all, sold their fields,
because the famine was too severe for them. The land became Pharaoh’s, 21 and Joseph reduced the
people to servitude,[c] from one end of Egypt to the other. 22 However, he did not buy the land of the
priests, because they received a regular allotment from Pharaoh and had food enough from the
allotment Pharaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land.
23 Joseph said to the people, “Now that I have bought you and your land today for Pharaoh, here is seed
for you so you can plant the ground. 24 But when the crop comes in, give a fifth of it to Pharaoh. The
other four-fifths you may keep as seed for the fields and as food for yourselves and your households and
your children.”
25 “You have saved our lives,” they said. “May we find favor in the eyes of our lord; we will be in bondage
to Pharaoh.”
26 So Joseph established it as a law concerning land in Egypt—still in force today—that a fifth of the
produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharaoh’s.
27 Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired property there and were
fruitful and increased greatly in number.
28 Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred and forty-seven. 29
When the time drew near for Israel to die, he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If I have found
favor in your eyes, put your hand under my thigh and promise that you will show me kindness and
faithfulness. Do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but when I rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury
me where they are buried.”
“I will do as you say,” he said.
31 “Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top of his
staff.[d]
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JOSEPH RECEIVING AND FORGIVING HIS
BROTHERS IS ALL CALLED AGAPE LOVE.
RELOCATING THEM WHICH WAS A
BLESSING TO BOTH JOSEPH AND HIS
BROTHERS.


