a baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins.

repen+ance.
not one time but all

the time.




Genesis 4:1-8

New King James Version

Cain Murders Abel

4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore [E]Cain, and said,

“| have acquired a man from the Lord.” 2 Then she bore again, this time his
brother [E]Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground. 3 And [E] in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an
offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn
of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but
He did not vespect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his
countenance fell.

6 So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance
fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well,
sin lies at the door. And its desive is [d]for you, but you should vule over it."”

8 Now Cain [E]talked with Abel his [f]brother; and it came to pass, when they

were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.
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Matthew 5:21-26

New King James Version

Murder Begins in the Heart

21 “You have heard that it was said to those [a]of old, “You shall not
murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.” 22 But | say
to you that whoever is angry with his brother [l_)]without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ [E] shall be
in danger of the council. But whoever says, [ﬂ] “You fool!” shall be in danger
of [g]heu fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there
remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift
there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother,
and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly,
while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the
judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.

26 Assuredly, | say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you
have paid the last penny.
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Jevremiah 17:1-10

New King James Version
Judah’s Sin and Punishment

|7 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron;
With the point of a diamond it is engraved

On the tablet of their heart,

And on the homs of your altars,

2 While their children remember

Their altars and their wooden[g] images

By the green trees on the high hills.

3 0 My mountain in the field,

| will give as plunder your wealth, all your treasures,
And your high places of sin within all your borders.
Y And you, even yourself,

Shall let go of your heritage which | gave you;
And | will cause you to serve your enemies

In the land which you do not know;

For you have kindled a fire in My anger which shall bum forever.”
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5 Thus says the Lord:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man

And makes flesh his [l_v]strength,

Whose heart departs from the Lord.
6 For he shall be like a shvub in the desert,
And shall not see when good comes,

But shall inhabit the parched places in the wildemess,
In a salt land which is not inhabited.
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,
And whose hope is the Lord.
8 For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters,
Which spreads out its roots by the iver,

And will not [E]fear when heat comes;

But its leaf will be green,

And will not be anxious in the year of drought,
Nor will cease from vielding fruit.
9 “The heart is deceitful above all things,
And [g]desperatety wicked;

Who can know it?
10 1, the Lord, search the heart,
| test the [g]mind,

Even to give every man according to his ways,

According to the fruit of his doings.
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19 As wat‘e% reﬂects the facey

&

so one’s life veflects the heart g
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Matthew 3:1-3
New Intemational Version
John the Baptist Prepares the Way
3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wildemess of Judea 2 and saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through
the prophet lsaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.”” [a]
Isaiah 40:3-5
New Intemational Version
3 A voice of one calling:
“In the wildemess prepare
the way for the Lord [2] ;
make straight in the desert
a highway for our God. [l_)]
Y Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made low;
the vough ground shall become level,
the vugged places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord will be vevealed,
and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
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Matthew 15:1-20

New Intemational Version

That Which Defiles

I5 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 “Why do your
disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!”

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 For God said,
"Honor your father and mother’ [a] and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death. [b] 5
But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to
God,” 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother” with it. Thus vou nullify the word of God for the sake of

your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! lsaiah was right when he prophesied about you:
8 “'These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.
9 They worship me in vain;

their teachings are merely human ru(es.'[s] "
10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not
defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”
12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard
this?”
I3 He veplied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave
them; they are blind guides.[ﬂ] If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”
I5 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.”
16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into
the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the
heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts —murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not

defile them.”
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The Greatest Commandment . ) '
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Deuteronomy 30

New King James Version

The Blessing of Retuming to God

30 “Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which | have set before you, and you
[a]call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God drives you, 2 and you retum to the Lord your God and obey His
voice, according to all that | command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3 that the Lord
your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the nations where the Lord your
God has scattered you. U4 If any of you are driven out to the farthest parts under heaven, from there the Lord your God will gather you,
and from there He will bring you. 5 Then the Lord your God will bring you to the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall
possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. 6 And the Lord your God will civcumcise your heart and the
heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.

7 “Also the Lord your God will put all these curses on your enenties and on those who hate you, who persecuted you. 8 And you will
again obey the voice of the Lord and do all His commandments which | command you today. 9 The Lord your God will make you abound
in all the work of your hand, in the [l_)]fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your land for good. For
the Lord will again rejoice over you for good as He rejoiced over your fathers, 10 if you obey the voice of the Lord your God, to keep
His commandments and His statutes which are written in this Book of the Law, and if you tum to the Lord your God with all your heart

and with all your soul.
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The Choice of Life or Death

Il “For this commandment which | command you today is [E]not too mysterious for you, nor is it
far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring
it to us, that we may hear it and do it?" 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who
will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?" 14 But the word is
very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.

I5 “See, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that | command you
today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His
statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless
you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But if your heart tums away so that you do not
hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, 18 | announce to you today
that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the
Jordan to go in and possess. 19 | call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that |
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and
your descendants may live; 20 that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His
voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that
you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob,

to give them.”
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